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THE ARMY. 
WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W. T. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Circular. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15, 1873. 

Until further orders, the standard height of recruits 
for artillery and infantry will be five feet six inches and 
upward. 

This ‘will not apply to musicians or to recruits for 
colored regiments, the present regulations for enlisting 
whom will still remain in force. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 











The Northern Pacific Railroad.—The Secretary of War 
has sent to the House the following communication : 


War DEPARTMENT, February 14, 1873. 

The Secretary of War has the horor to report to the 
House of Representatives, for the information of the 
Committee on Appropriations, that a telegram has been 
received from Mr. Cass, president of the Northern Paci- 
fic Railroad Company, that the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company intend to put their road, from the Mis- 
souri river to the Yellowstone, under contract this 
spring. The work of construction will commence early 
in the summer, ard he asks for sufficient force to be 
stationed along the line of the proposed road. 

This will require a strong escort, and will necessitate 
the establishment of two large posts between the Mis- 
souri river and Fort Ellis. General Sheridan reports 
that our expense for barracks and quarters will be great- 
ly increased, and he thinks it advisable to notify Con- 
gress of this fact, so that sufficient additional appropria- 
tion may be made for the establishment of these two 
posts. He says: “ The posts to be established will be 
expensive, and I would respectfully recommend that the 
fand for barracks and quarters be increased at least in 
the sum of $250,000.” 

General Sherman, to whom this subject was referred, 
says: “ This railroad is a national enterprise, and we 
are forced to protect the men during its survey and con- 
struction, through probably the most warlike nation of 
Indians on the continent. General Sheridan’s estimate 
is the lowest possible. I therefore earnestly recommend 
the appropriation by Congress of the sum of $250,000, to 
be expended in the erection of two posts, the location of 
which shall be selected by General Sheridan.” 

I concur with General Sherman in his view that this 
is a national enterprise and should receive the support 
of the Government. It will also prove to be an econ- 
omical measure, and will tend to the solution of the In- 
dian problem in the northwestern territory. 

Wa. M. BeLknap, Secretary of War. 








, ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Issued from the Adjulant-General’s Office for the week ending 
February 17, 1873. 
Tuesday, February 11. 


Captain R. F, O’Beirne, Twenty-first Infantry, will 
proceed to Sacramento, California, and report thence by 
letter to the commanding general Military Division of 
the Pacific for duty. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain F. 
Van Vliet, Third Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 12, 
January 28, 1873, from Headquarters Military Division 
of the Missouri, is further extended four months. 

On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
the following transfers in the Sixth Cavalry are an- 
nounced: First Lieutenant Adam Kramer, from Com- 
pany K to Company B; First Lieutenant William Har- 

r, jr., from Company B to Company K. Lieutenant 

arper will join his proper station. 

On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
Second Lieutenant William Gerhard, Ninth Cavalry, is 
transferred from Company K to Company G of that regi- 
ment, 

Leave of absence for five months is granted Second 
Lieutenant Owen J. Sweet, Twenty-fifth Infantry. 

Wednesday, February 12. 

Discharged.—Private Frank A. Seavey, Light Battery 
K, First Artillery ; Private William H. Green, Company 
F, Second Cavalry: Recruit Alphonse Curtois, Mounted 

Service U. 8. Army. 

Transferred.—Private Julius Shutting, Company I, 
Nineteenth Infantry, on detached service to the Battalion 
of Engineers U. 8. Army. 

Thursday, February 13. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Eugene A. Carr, Fourth a 
(promoted from major, Fifth Cavalry,) will proceed wit 


out delay to join his proper station in the Department of 


Texas. 
Discharged.—Private John M. Radmon, U. S. Milita 


Academy Detachment of Cavalry ; Private Nathel Mead, 
Battery M, Fifth Artillery; Private Isaac 8. Thompson, 


A Board of Examination having found First Lieuten- 
ant A. Benson Brown, First Infantry, incapacitated for 
active service by reason of “‘a wound received during 
the engagement at Drury’s Bluffs, Virginia, on the 16th 
day of May, 1864,” the President directs that his name 
be placed upon the list of retired officers of that class in 
which the disability results from long and faithful ser- 
vice, or from wounds or injury received in the line of 
duty, in conformity with sections 16 and 17 of the act of 
August 3, 1861, 
Second Lieutenant Thomas C. Davenport, Ninth Oav- 
alry, is relieved from duty as acting signal officer, and 
will proceed to join his proper station. 

Friday, February 14. 
The Superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under proper charge 
from Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., nineteen recruits to 
Charleston, South Carolina, where they will be reported 
upon arrival to the commanding officer of that post for 
assignment to Light Battery K, First Artillery. ‘These 
recruits will be selected from men willing to serve with 
a mounted battery. Also, three recruits for Battery H, 
First Artillery, at Churleston. 
Leave of absence is granted the following named 
officers: First Lieutenant Peter M. Boehm, Fourth Cav- 
alry, for sixth months on surgeon’s certificate of disa- 
bility, with permission to go beyond sea; First Lieuten- 
ant Patrick Hasson, Fourteenth Infantry, for six months, 
with permission to go beyond sea. 
[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Saturday, February 15, 1873.] 


Monday, February17. £4 


Discharged.—Private Henry Williams, Company H, 
Twenty-third Infantry; Recruit John W. Jacobs, Gen- 
eral Service U. 8. Army; Private Herbert Flanagan, 
Company H, Second Cavalry; Unattached Private 
Patrick Rilley, Eleventh Infantry; Sergeant. James 
Mahedy, Battery E, Fifth Artillery. 

Leave of absence for four months, with permission to 
go beyond sea,is granted Colonel George W. Cullum, 
corps of engineers, ; 











ARMY CONFIRMATIONS 


by the Senate since the publication of the official Army 
Register, January 1, 1873: 
PROMOTIONS. 

Major Eugene A. Carr, of the Fifth Cavalry, to be 
ee of the Fourth Cavalry, January 7, 
1873. 
First Lieutenant Henry W. Wessells, Jr., to be captain 
in the Third Cavalry, December 20, 1872. 
Second Lieutenant Augustus C. Paul, to be first lieu- 
tenant in the Third Cavalry, December 20, 1872. 
First Lieutenant John R. Myrick, to be captain in the 
Third Artillery, December 1, 1872, 
First Lieutenant James R. Kelly, to be captain in the 
Third Artillery, December 20, 1872. 
Second Lieutenant Henry C. Danes, to be first lieuten- 
ant in the Third Artillery, December 20, 1872. 
Second Lieutenant George H. Wright, to bs first lieu- 
tenant in the Seventh Infantry, January 12, 1873. 
Second Lieutenant Thomas 8. Mumford, to be first 
lieutenant in the Thirteenth Infantry, January 8, 1873. 
First Lieutenant Henry H. Humphreys, to be captain 
in the Fifteenth Infantry, January 15, 1873. 
Second Lieutenant John Little, to be first lieutenant in 
the Fifteenth Infantry, Jantiary 15, 1873. 

Second Lieutenant Stephen R. Stafford, to be first lieu- 
tenant in the Fifteenth Infantry, January 15, 1878. 

First Lieutenant William M. Van Horne, to be captain 
in the Seventeenth Infantry, December 31, 1872. 

Second Lieutenant James H. Rice, to be first lieuten- 
antin tne Seventeenth Infantry, December-31, 1872. 

Second Lieutenant Jonathan A. Yeckley, to be first 
lieutenant in tae Twentieth Infantry, January 15, 1873. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


James Morehead Gore, midshipman U. 8. Navy, to be 
second lieutenant in the Twenty-second Infantry, Janu- 
ary 6, 1873. 

Edmund L. Fletcher, of Massachusetts, to be second 
lieutenant in the Thirteenth Infantry, January 9, 1873. 
RE-APPOINTMENTS. 

George A. Gordon, late major in the Fourth Cavalry, 
to be major in the Fifth Cavalry, January 27, 18738. 

Louis H,. Sanger, late Captain in the Seventeenth In- 
fantry, to be captain in the Seventeenth Infantry, Jan- 
uary 6, 1873. 

Gustave H. Radetzki, late first lieutenant in the Ninth 
Cavalry, to be first lieutenant in the Ninth Cavalry, 
January 6, 1873. 








CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
Brigadier-General A, A. Humphreys, U.S. A., Chief of Engineers. 


THE following act of Congress was approved February 
1: “That the enlisted men of engineers in the Army are 
hereby placed on the same footing with respect to com- 
pensation for extra duty service as the other enlisted 
men of the Army, and that all laws or parts of laws in 
conflict with this provision be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed.” 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
‘Aeutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Haq’ rtrs Chicago, Il, 
Zenth Cavaliry.—Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Davidson, 





“ompany A, Thirteenth Infan’ 


on being relieved of the command of Camp Supply, 1. T., 
was ordered to Fort Gibson, I, T., and assume command 


of that post, of the District of the Indian Territory, and 
of his regiment. 


DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St, Paul, Minn. 


Brevet Captain John Gilmer Telford, U.S. A., first 
lieutenant Second Artillery, A. D. C. to General A. H. 
Terry, died at St. Paul; Minn., on Monday tlie 10th 
inst., at 6 P. M. 


Twentieth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was granted Major 
J. E. Yard, February 8. Leave ef absence for thirty 
days at the same time was granted Captain J. 8. Mc- 
Naught, with permission to apply at headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, for an extension of 
thirty days. 

Seventh Infaniry.—The commanding officer of Com- 
pany D, baving received the new pattern Infantry equip- 
ments, February 8, was authorized to. turn over to the 
Quartermaster’s Department, for transportation to Rock 
Island Arsenal, Rock Island, Illinois, the old equip- 
ments for which he is responsible. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURL. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Leave of absence for ten days has been granted As- 
sistant Surgeon Peter Moffatt, v. 8. Army, to date from 
February 14. . 

Fort Garland—A General Court-martial was ap- 

pointed to meet at Fort Garland, O. T., February 24. 
Detail for the court: Major A.J. Alexander, Eighth 
Cavalry ; Captain J. C. G. Happersett, assistant surgeon 
U.S. Army; First Lieutenant A, P. Caraher, Eighth 
Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant OC. M. DeLany, Fifteenth 
Infantry ; Second Lieutenant G. E. Pond, Eighth Cav- 
alry. Captain Horace Jewett, Fifteenth Infantry, judge- 
advocate. 
Fort Iyon.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Lyon, C. T., February 19, Detail for 
the court: Captains J. F. Kent, J. H. Page, Third In- 
fantry; Captain W. A. Rafferty, First Lieutenant H. 
P. Perrine, Second Lieutenant G. 8. Anderson, Sixth 
Cavalry. Captain A. A. Woodhull, assistant surgeon 
U.S. A., judge-advocate. 


Fort Wingate—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Wingate, N. M., February 24. 
Detail for the court: Major W. R. Price, Captains Chas. 
Hartwell, A. B. Kauffman, First Lieutenant H.S. Weeks, 
Eighth Cavalry; First Lieutenant H.R. Brinkerhoff, 
Second Lieutenant D. R. Burnham, Fifteenth Infantry. 
Second Lieutenant J. W. Pullman, Eighth Cavalry, 
judge-advocate. 


Fort Bayard.—A General Court-martial was appointe 
ed to mect at Fort Bayard, N. M., February 24. Detail 
for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel T. C. Devin, Captain 
A. B. Wells, First Lieutenant William Stephenson, 
Second Lieutenant J. B. Hickey, Eighth Cavalry; Cap- 
tain George Shorkley, Second Lieutenant John Little, 
Fifteenth Infantry. Second Lieutenant §S. R. Stafford, 
Fifteenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 

Fort Leavenworth.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, February 
17. First Lieutenant William Mitchell, Third Infantry, 
and the following officers of the 2 Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Colonel N. A. Miles, Captains Sam- 
uel Ovenshine, Wyllys Lyman, First Lieutenant Ed- 
mund Rice, Second Lieutenunts G. P. Borden, D. Q., 
Rousseau. First Lieutenant Quintin Campbell, judge- 
advocate. 

F fleenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant William Blair, 
February 8 was relieved from duty as A. A. Q. and act- 
ing commissary of subsistence at Fort Bayard, N. M., ~ 
he having been appointed regimental adjutant. 

Captain J. P. Brown, February 8 was ordered to Fort 

Wingate, N. M., reporting to the commanding officer of 
that post for duty. 
Highth Infantry.—First Lieutenant O. B. Boyd, Feb- 
ruary 8 was detailed as A. A. Q. and acting commissary 
of subsistence at Fort Bayard, N. M., and ordered from 
Fort Union to Fort Bayard, N. M., for duty. 

Fifth Infantry—A General Court-martial was a 
pointed to meet at Fort Larned, Kansas, February 17. 
Captain 8. G. Cowdrey, assistant surgeon U.S. Armiy, 
and the following officers of the Fiith Infantry, were 
detailed for the court; Captains H. B. Bristol, Simon 
Snyder, E, P. Ewers, First Lieutenant E. L. Randall, 
Second Lieutenant H. K. Bailey. Second Lieutenant 
T. F. Forbes, judge-advocate, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 
Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord, Headquariers, Omaha, Nebraska, 

Eighth Infantry.—Leave of absence for fifteen days 
was granted Captain E. W. H. Read February 14. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Samuel Mo- 
Conihe February 12 was ordered to join his company. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, with permission.to 
apply for seven months’ extension and authority to 
beyond sea, was granted First Lieutenant Sumuel 
Conihe February 18. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Tedits. | ' 


Captain A. V. Cherbonnier, medical storekeeper U. 8. 
Army, February 8 was relieved from duty as a mem- 


ber of the G. C.-M. convened by par. 3, 5. O. No. 22, c. 
s., from department headquarters. 


A General Court-martial conyened at San An 
Detail for 





F 8. the ; : 
i, Gibeoa, G. #, Glenn, paymasters ; Major B 0. Uard, 
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eee a 
Ses: . Pri Tenth Intantry;|he participated in the battle of Antietam, where he | 1873: Captain Henry W. Janes, A. Q M.; First Lieu- 
ptain S. + ing, LE. we cubsistonts’ Cop: acted with distinguished gallantry ; was brevetted, and | tenant Charles Beudire, First Cavalry ; Captain Charles 


tain J. W. French, Twenty-fifth Infantry; Captain A. 
V. Cherbonnier, medical storekeeper. Second Lieuten- 
ant Colon Augur, Second Cavalry, aide-de-camp, judge- 
advocate. 

Fort Brown.—Paragraph 8, 8. O. No. 212, from de- 
partment headquarters, series of 1872, is amenaed to 
read, “upon the arrival of A. A. Surgeon T. B. Davis, 
U. 8. Army, at Fort Brown, Texas, he wiil report to the 
commanding officer of that post for duty.” A. A. Sur- 
_ O. J. Eddy, U. 8. Army, January 31 was relieved 

om duty at Fort Brown, Texas, and ordered to report 
to the commanding officer, t» accompany the companies 
of the Tenth Infantry to Fort McKavett, Texas, and 
Teport, upon his arrival at the latter post, to the com- 
manding officer for duty. 

Ninth Infantry.—Captain Campbell D. Emory, Feb- 
ruary 1 was announced as acting judge-advucate of the 
department. 

Ninth .—Captain C. E. Nesmith, Sixth Cav- 
alry, February 3 was directed to turn over the command 
of the detachment of recruits for the Winth Cavalry to 
Becond Lieutenant W. T. Duggan, Tenth Infantry. 
Second Lieutenant C. E. Bottstord, Tenth Infantry, will 
report to Second Lieutenant Duggan. 

Tenth Infaniry.—Lieutenant-Colonel A. McD. Mo- 
Cook was relieved from temporary duty in Sin Antonio 
January 31. 

Second Lieutenants W. T. Duggan and Charles E. 
Bottsford were ordered to report at department head- 
quarters Monday, February 13, for duty with detach- 
ment of recruits for their regiment. 

Hleventh Infantry.—First Lieutenant A. M. Raphall 
was detailed on temporary duty at department head- 
quarters, February 1. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry.—Leave of absence for twen- 
¥. days was granted Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. Shafter, 

ebruary 38. 

Major H. C. Merriam, January 31 was detailed as ad- 
ditional member of the G. C.-M. ordered in 8. O. 
No. 188, from department headquarters. 











MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headg'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


Jackson Barracks.—The General Court-martial which 
couvened at Jackson Birracks, La., in accordance with 
8. O. No. 187, dated neadquarters Department of the 
Gulf, New Orleans, La., December 3, 1872, and of 
which Captain Jacob H. Smith, Nineteenth Infantry, 
‘was president, was dissolved January 27. 

Nineteenth Infantry.—A Goneral Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Jackson Barracks, Louisians, Feb- 
ruary 10. First Lieutenant John F. Weston, Seventh 
Cavalry, and the following officers of the Nineteenth In- 
fantry were detailed for the court: Captains Emerson 
H. Liescum, C. W. Hotsenpiller, First Lieutenants Geo. 
F. Towle, Hanson H. Crews, Second Lieutenants Thos. 
M. Wenie, William M. Bandy. Second Lieutenant 
George K. Spencer, judge-advocate. 

Payment of Troops.—Major William H. Johnston, Pay- 
maters U. S. Army, February 10, was ordered to Key 
West aud Fort Jefferson, Florida, per steamer leaving 
New Orleans on or about the 15th instant, for the pur- 
geen. of paying the troops at those stations on the rolls of 

mber 31, 1872, aud remaining to pay on those of the 
28th inst. - 


MILITARY. DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. S. Hancock: H'dqrtrs, New York. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Maj.-Gen. W.S. Hancock: Headg'rs. cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.¥. 


The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending February 
18, 1873: First Lieutenant Stephen Baker, Sixth In- 
fantry ; Colonel H. B. Clitz, Tenth Infantry; Major O. 
M. Corps of Engineers; Captain F. Van Vliet, 
Third Cavalry; Second Lieutenant R. E. Thompson, 
Sixth Intantry; Captain H. A. Hascall, Fitth Artillery ; 
Second Lieutenant Josiah Chance, Seventeenth Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant C. O. Bradley, Twentieth Infantry ; 
Major James P. Roy, Sixth Infantry; First Lieutenant 
. James M. Smith, U.S. Army; Captain Guy V. Henry, 
Third Cavalry; First Lieutenant C. A. Earnest, Eighth 
Infantry. 

Second A .—In the Senate February 3, 1873, Mr. 
Ames introduced « bill which was referred to the Commit- 
teeon Military Affairs, authorizing the President to nom- 
inate Captain James M. Robertson, of the Second Artil- 
lery, to the rank aud place in the artillery to which he is 
entitled, and which he would have held had the law of 
Be’ to00, = by seniority under the act approved July 

1886, and the Army Regulatioas of 1863, been carried 
out: “ Provided, That no ae ey & United States 
Artillery shall, by this act, be u m his present 
grade: And provided further, That no promotion to the 
grade of major in artillery shall hereafter be made in 
artillery until the number of majors is reduced below 








Fourth Artitlery.—Died, on the 5th instant, at the 
New York Hotel, after a lingering illness, Brevet Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Frank Beach, U. 8. Army, formerly cap- 
tain F urth Artillery. Col. Beach was graduated at the 
Military Academy in June, 1857, and was commissioned 
brevet second lieutenant of ariiilery. In 1360 he 

his battery in Utah, and the following , OD 
return from the West, was appointed adjutant of his 


t, the Fourth Artillery, and afterwards A. D. C. 
to letpndiertionsnal Philip St. George Cooke, on whose 


appointed to command a brigade. Captured at the sur- 
render of Plymouth, N. C., he filled, after his exchange, 
various important positions. There are many in and 
out of the Army who, upon reading this, will say, alas! 
another good soldier and genial gentleman has gone. 
They will remember how in all the relations of life, he 

roved himself an upright and honorable man; how in 
his profession he added lustre to his calling; how es a 
scholar he was cultured and brilliant; how asa friend 
he was true ard sincere; how with his family he was 
tender and affectionate; and thus remembering with 
sad pleasure his virtues, they will unite w'th the writer 
in sympathy for the bereaved, and in the prayer— 

May he rest in peace. 
OnE wuHo LovED Him. 


Watertown. Arsenal.—A telegram to the daily pa- 
pers announces that the members of a Court-martial re- 
cently convened at the Watertown Arsena! for the trial 
of enlisted men, have been placed under arrest by 
Colonel Laidley, commanding the post, charged with 
disobedience of orders. The court fuund a man guilty 
on the evidence of his own confession. Colonel Laidley 
usserted that there was evidence, and requested the court 
to change the form of its fi.ding, which, after further 
deliberation, they declined todo. Hence the arrest. 


Fifth Artillery—First Lieutenant O. H. Howard 
February 11 was detailed a member of the G. C.-M. in- 
stituted in S, O. No. 27, c. s., from department head- 
quarters, in place of First Lieutenant T. R. Adams, same 
reviment, relieved. 

Captain H. A. Hascall February 14 was relieved from 
duty asa member of the G. C.-M. instituted in para- 
graph 1, S. O. No. 27, c. s., from department head- 
quarters, 

A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Sullivan, Me., February 21. The following officers 
of the Fifth Artillery were detsiied for the court: Cap- 
tain E. C. Bainbridge; First Lieutenants G. V. Weir, 
E. R. Hills, adjutant; Second Lieutenants G. N. 
Whistler, C. R. Barnett, A. L. Morton. First Lieu- 
tenant O. E. Wood, Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 

Third Artillery.—First Lieutenant John R. Myrick, 
adjutant, at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., has been pro- 
moted to be captain, vice Boynton, resigned, which 
carries him to Battery M, at David’s Island, N. Y. H. 
First Lieutenant James R. Kelly, Battery E, at Fort 
Hamiiton, N. Y. H., to be captain, vice Ransom, dis- 
missed, which carries him to Battery H, at David’s 
Island, N. Y. H. Second Lieutenant cacy ©. Danes, 
Battery M, at David's Island, N. Y. H., to be firat lieu- 
tenant, vice Kelly, promoted, which carries him to Bat- 
tery E, at Fort Humilton, N. Y. H. February 15 they 
were ordered to join the batteries to which their pro- 
motion carries. them. 

A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., February 20. The following 
ofticersof the Third Artillery were detailed for the court : 
Captains William Sinolair, J. R. Kelly, First Lieuten- 
ants J. L. Tiernon, J. B. Burbank, C. W. Harrold, Sec- 
ond Lieutenants J. M. Califf, Ira MacNutt. Second- 
Lieutenant A. T. Abbott, judge-advocate. 

On the recommendation of his regimental commander, 
Captain John R. Myrick, recently promoted from the ad- 
jutancy, has been permitted to remain at Fort Hamilton, 
N. Y. i, as acting adjutant of the regiment until his 
successor, First Lieutenant W. A. Kobbe, Jr., shall have 
reported for duty. First Lieutenant William Artbur 
having been appointed regimental quartermaster, vice 
First Lieutenaut Lewis Smith, February 17 was ordered 
to Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., for duty. First Lieuten- 
ant Lewis Smith, relieved, was transferred to Battery 
K, and ordered to join his battery at Fort Wadsworth, 
N. Y. H. 

Fort McHenry—A General Gourt-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort McHenry, Md., February 21. 
The following officers of the Second Artillery compose 
the court: Captains J. G. Ramsay, G. T. Olmsted, Jr., 
First Lieutenauts G. Mitchell, A. C. Taylor, R. M. 
Rogers, Second Lieutenant M. Crawford, Jr. Second 
Lieutenant W. Stanton, judge-advocate. 

Fort Adams.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Adams, R.L, February 21. The follow- 
ing officers of the Fitth Artillery compose the court: 
Captains W. F. Randolph, B. F. Rittenhouse, First 
Lieutenants C. C. MeCennell, Charles Morris, S. A. Day, 
Luigi Lomia. First Lieutenant W. E. Van Reed, judge- 
advocate. 

Fort Monroe—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Monroe, Va., February 21. De- 
tail for the court: Major G. A. De Russy, Third Ar- 
tillery ; Captains Richard Loder, Fourth Artillery; E. 
R. Warner, Third Artillery; Firat Lieutenants Arthur 
Morris, Fourth Artillery; J. A. Fessenden, Fifth Ar- 
tillery; R. G. Shaw, First Artillery ; Second Lieuten- 
ants J. A. Campbell, Second Artillery; G. P. Cotton, 
First Artillery; W. B. Weir, Fifth Artillecy. First 
Lieutenant Frederick Robinson, Fifth Artillery, judge- 
advocate. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—First Lieutenant G. S. L. 
Ward, aide-de-camp, February 18 was detailed as a 
member of the G. C.-M. inetituted in par. 1, S. O. No. 27, 
c. 8-, from department headquarters. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dqrt'rs San Francisco, Cal. 


The followi officers rted at headquar- 
ters Military Division of the Pacific during the week 
ending Tuesday, Fe 4, 1873: D. Sherman, first 
lieutenant First Cavalry ; Thos. B. Van Horn, chaplain 
U.S. Army; H. N. Moss, first lieutenant First Cavalry ; 
Charies C. Cresson, first lieutenant First Cavalry ; Ed- 
ward Hunter, first lieuteuant First Cavalry; W. B. 


Rage caus Bee Cow 
following-named of officers reported these head- 








8. Tripler, Twelfth Infantry; Captain 8. C. Kellogg, 
Fifth bag’ x t ; Acting Assistant Surgeon Fred. W.. 
Sparling, U.S. Army. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 
First Cavalry.—A telegraphic despatch of December: 
6, 1872, directed First Lieutenant Charles C. Cresson,. 
Camp Halleck, Nevada, to report at Benicia Barracks,. 
First Lieutenant Charles C. Cresson, January 31 was 
ordered to join his company at Camp Bidwell, OCalifor— 
nia, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 

Brigadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

District of the Lakes.—A correspondent of the Oregom 
Herald, writing under date of January 22, from the 
camp of the Oregon militia operating in the Modoc:coum 
try, tells the story of the battie of the 17th ult. as follow’ g; 
Captain Bernard’s forces, together with that portiov of 
the Fairchild’s party and the soldiers that made the jun- 
ction with Bernard during the battle, arrived at this 
camp last night, a footsore, shattered and demoralized 
troop. A portion of these men were compelled to lie be- 
bind rocks and in crevices, sheltered from the deadly fire 
of an unseen enemy, until darkness gave them a chance 
to escape. Their retreat began at midnight and contin- 
ued until daylight. without a halt. The sufferings of the 
wounded during that terrible night must have been ex- 
treme. One of these rode on horseback through the 
night, over the worst imaginable trail, with his thigh- 
bone broken, in splinters—suid, in this instance, to be a 
mortal wound. The forces upon the East side were in a 
position ag | critical, but were more fortunate in 
their retreat. [ despair of making itclear how so formi- 
dable and carefully prepared an expedition could have 
accomplished such disastrous results. Everybody affect- 
ed contempt for the enemy, and it is but fair to say that 
that enemy affected the greatest contempt for us. When 
Captain Bernard opened his fire on the east, although 
the engagement had already begun on the west, a shout 
of derisive laughter arose upon the Indian right and 
ran along and around their line through rocky caverns, 
a distance of nearly two miles. In close quarters the 
Indians showed themselves proficient in tne use of slang 
English. Their remarks were more exasperating than 
edifying. This profanity and obscenity was enough to 
provoke the envy of the most accomplished. American: 
gentleman. We were eager to get in and glad to get 
out, anxious in the morning that the Indians should not. 
escape, and at eveniug anxious that we should. The 
nature and impregnable character of the Modoc posi- 
tion, and the number of the enemy, were not understood. 
Better information was not attainable except only by a 
reconnoissance in force and at the sacrifice of life. All 
that was known in these respects was obtained by obser- 
vations made at a distance of five miles, except what 
Fairchild learned in his visit to Captain Jack, and that 
was limite!. It is impossible to imagine the character 
of that terrible place or even to approach it. It stretches 
away in expansive awfulness. As you approach the 
Modoc position its ruggedness increases, and it breaks 
into an endless succession of canyons, chasms, gorges, 
extinct volcano craters, and mountains of rock, jugged, 
splintered, and toppling. From the extreme and com- 
manding points occupied by our skirmish lines the scene 
has a sort of infernal grandeur in it. From the lake to 
the east, south, and southeast, the rugged plain reaches 
to the mountains with a gradually increasing elevation. 
Modoc Tokens.—The commanding officer Vancouver 
Arsenal, January 28 and 29 was directed to invoice to 
First Lieutenant E. W. Stone, Twenty-first Infantry, 
one hundred Spencer carbines and one hundred sets of 
accoutrements, and send them via Quartermaster’s De- 
partment to Jackson, Oregon ; also to the ordnance offi- 
cer District of the Lakes for the troops operating against 
the Modoc Indians, five thousand cartridges to Link- 
ville, Oregon, or its vicinity. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 
Ineutenant-Colonel George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T, 
Intelligence received at San Francisco Fobruary 18,. 
1873, from Arizona to the 11th of February, states that 
a band of the Cochise Indians are raidiny extensively in 
Sonora, killing men and stealing horses and cattle. Gov- 
ernor Sanford received a communicatiun from the Pre-- 
fect of Magdalena confirming the statement. 








STAFF PROMOTION. 


THE following is the full text of the bill reported by- 
Mr. Coburn,-Chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to amend an act entitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the year- 
ending June 30, 1870, and for other purposes,” approved 
March 3, 1869: 

Sgction 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress ae-- 
sembled, That so much of section six of an act entitied *‘ An. 
act making appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 13, 1870, and for other purposes,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1869, as prohibits promotion and new ay point- 
ments in the staff department and corps of the Army, be re- 
pealed for all vacancies below the grade of brigadier-generak 
and above the grade of major. 

Sec. 2. That whenever there is a vacancy in any depart- 
ment or corps of the staff, except in the Medical Department 
and the Bureau of Military Justice, in any office below the 
grades hereinafter named, the Secretary of War shall detail 
an officer of the line to fill the same for a period not to ex- 
ceed four years. And he shall appoint a board of not less 
than five officers, three of whom shall be of the line and'two 
of the staff, to conduct competitive examinations of all offi- . 
cers who may be applicants or may be recommended to be 
detailed to fill such vacancies in any corps or department of 
the staff. And the Secretary of War shall detail those hav- 
ing the most favorable recommendations of said board to 
fill all of said vacancies by detai', and not more than five 
officers from one regiment shall be so detailed at one time. 
And at the end of four years, any officer so detailed may be 
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years, at the end of which time he shall be returned to his 
duties with his regiment. And in the Medival Department 
new appointments below the grade ef major sha:l be law- 
ul. 


~Szc. 3. Hereafter five vacancies in the grade of major 
shall be filled by detail in the Adjutant-General’s Depart- 
ment; ten vacancies in the grade of captain shall be filled 
by detail in the Quartermasters Department ; six vacancies 
in the grade of captain shall be filled by detail in the Sub- 
wistence Department ; ten vacancies shall be filled by detail 
in the gradée of major in the Pay Department; ten vacancies 
in the grade of ‘first lieutenant and five vacancies in the grade 
of secend lieutenant shall be filled by detail in the 
Cerps of Engineers; five vacancies in the grade of first 
Mieutenant and five vucancies in the grade of second 
lieutenant shall be filled by detail in the Ordnance 
Department. And it shall be lawful to fill any such vacancy 
Sin the staff by detail from ihe same or the next lower grade 
sin the Jine. And no officer shall be so detailed until 
“he shall have served at least four years with the troops in 
“the field, if above the grade of second lieutenant, and if a 
‘second lieutenant, at least two years on such duty. And 
nothing herein prescribed shall be construed to prevent regu- 
lar appointmenis and promotions in the permanent staff for 
‘vacancies not hereby reserved for details. 

Szc. 4. That the office of brigadier-general in the Adjut- 
-ant-General’s Department, in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, in the Subsistenee Department, in the Bureau of Mili- 
tary Justice, in the Medical Department, in the Engiueer 
Department, and in the Ordnance Department shall continue 
during the tenure of the present incumbent and no longer ; 
and when a vacancy occurs in either of said offices, immedi- 
ately thereafter all laws and parts of laws creating the same 
shall become inoperative, and shall be, by virtue of this act, 
repealed. And thereafter the head of each of the above- 
named departments shall have the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of a colonel. And the office of brigadier-general in 
the Pay Department is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 5. There shall be detiiled by the Secretary of War 
from the officers of the line an officer of artillery, one of 
cavalry, and one of infantry, not belcw the grade of major, 
to be severally the chief of artillery, the chief of cavalry, 
and the chief of infantry. And it.shall be the duty of such 
chief of artillery, cavalry, and infantry to supervise the arm- 
ing, the equipment, the clothing, the feeding, the supplies, 
the drill, the discipline, and the sanitary condition of his 
special arm of the service under the direction of the In- 
-8pector-General of the Army. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts 
of interest‘to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
cof officers or vessels. 











VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tut Wabash, Brooklyn, Congress, and Wachusett 
were at Naples January 30. 

Mr. CRAGIN reported favorably, on the 4th inst., on 
the bill to place Howard F. Moffatt on the retired list 
of the Navy. 

THe Pawnee arrivel at Key West February 8 from 
Pensacola, and Lieutenant-Commander Kells turned her 
over to Lieutenant-Commander E. C. Merriman. 

THe Wyoming arrived at Santiago deCuba from Nicola 
Mole, February 4. The officers and crew continue in good 
health. Sheexpected to remain there three or four days, 
and then proceed to Matanzas. 


In addition to the life insurance for $5,000, mentioned 
last week, the late Commander Shirk had, we learn, a 
policy for $5,000 in the National Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Washington. 

FreBRvuARY 10, a resolution, No. 3905, was introduced 
into the House of Representatives for the promotion of 
Commodore John P. Gilles, U. 8. Navy, and others to 
the grade of Rear-Admiral on the Retired List. 


Mr. CRAGIN has introduced a bill, which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, authorizing the Presi- 
dent to nominate, and, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to appoint, Frederick T. Peet a first 
lieutenant in the Marine Corps, to take position at the 
foot of the list of first lieutenants. 


A BILL now before the Senate Military Committee 
provides “ that from the 14th day of September, 1855, to 
the 16th day of January, 1858, Captain William W. Low 
shall be allowed the difference between the pay that he 
received and the pay of a lieutenant in the U. 8. 
Navy. 

Pay Inspector George L. Davis relieves Pay Inspector 
A. H. Gilman at the Charlestown Navy-yard March 1 as 
inspector of provisions and clothing; the latter will re- 
lieve Pay Inspector James Fulton, fleet paymaster of the 
European squadron, who has been detached at his own 
request. : 


A BILL was introduced in the Senate, on the 10th 
inst., read twice, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay Commodore Robert N. Wyman $1,153.32 as his 
share of the prize-money growiug out of the capture and 
condemnation of the steamer Gertrude, the Attorney- 
General having decided that he is entitled to share in 
the prize. 


Tue Worcester sailed from Key West, Fla., February 
3 for Havana, and arrived there on February 11, oa 
Mantanzas. Lieutenant-Commander A. G. Caldwell 
was detached from th> Woreester February 3, and 
ordered to the Wipsic as executive officer. Lieutenant 
FP. Aug. Miller was detached from the Zerror February 
8, and ordered to the Nipsic for temporary duty. Ves- 
sels present at Key West February 8—Zerror, Nipsic 
and Shawmut. : 

MANY of the contractors for building iron-clad and 
other classes of vessels during the war, whose claims 
have been at various tim>s before the Department and 
Congress, for extra work and lusses occasioned by change 
of plans and not by fault of theirs, are now endeavour- 
ing to secure legislative authority to submit theirclaims 
to the Coart of Claims. The time in which they could 





by law seek relief before that Court has expired, and it 
now requires speci»l legislation to enable them to do xo. 


Tas Calcutta Hnglishman of the 10th of January 
publishes the following: “We referred yesterday to 
the outbreak of cholera on board the U. 8. frigate 
Lackawanna. The disease made its appearance shortly 
after the vessel arrived here, and there were, as we said, 
three deaths on board—two while she was in port and 
another while she was un the way down the river—since 
which time we have not heard further. Neither of the 
persons who died of cholera while the ship was in port 
wa: an officer, and no officers were sick when the ship 
left. Various causes are assigned for the outbreak, one 
being the deadly locality of her moorings abreast of the 
sewer discharge of the fort; another, the villainous stuff 
sold by the native traders who were at first allowed 
alongside ; and a third, the poison sold to sailors on shore 
under the name of liquor of different kinds. Two of 
the men attacked had been on shore, while others who 
were also seized had not left the ship.” 


AMONG the bills before Congress are those for the re- 
lief of J. B, Cornell and others’ work on the Miantono- 
mah and ZJonawanda; Donald McKay, construction of 
the Nausett and Ashuelot ; Geo. W. Lawrence, construc- 
tion of the Agawam, Pontoosuc, and Wussuc; J. Suow- 
den & Son, construction of the Umpquz. ‘The bills pro- 
pose to give them permission to submit their claims to 
the Court within six months, and to allow the Court to 
have ju-ziediction, hear, and determine the sume. 

THe Juniata has been commissioned at Boston. The 
following is alist of her officers: Commander D. L. 
Braine, commanding; Lieutenant-Commander E. N. 
Kellogg, executive officer ; Lieutenants, G. W. De Loug 
(navigator), J. F. Merry, H. F. Perkins, C. W. Chipp; 
Surgeon, A. A. Hoebling; Assistant Surgeon, B. F. 
Rogers; Passed Assistant Paymaster, T. S. Thompson ; 
Chief Engineer, H. B. Nones; First Aesistant Engineer, 
B. F. Wood; Acting Boatswain, P. Huckins; Acting 
Governor, M. K. Henderson; Acting Carpenter, L. L. 
Martin; Acting Sailmaker, G. Van Mater; Captain’s 
Cierk, G. J. Maubry. 

TuE following bills relating to the Navy have passed: 
House Bill, authorizing “the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint. Frank 
M. Ashton a Second Assistant ingineer in the U.S. 
Navy, subject to the usual examioation.” [Goes to 
Senate for concurrence in amendment. ] 

House Bill, without amendment, allowing one year’s 
pay to the widow of the late Commander A, F. Cros- 
man, 

Senate Bill, to allow Captain W. W. Low the differ- 
ence between the pay that he received from September 
14, 1855, to January 16, 1858, and that of a Lieutenant 
in the Navy. [Has to go to the House.] 


THE Marine Battalion detailed to take part in the in- 
auguration parade, at Washington, on the 4th of March, 
will number over three hundred men, and be divided into 
eight companies, Colenel Charles G. McCawley will 
command, assisted by C.sptains Dawson and Baker, and 
Lieutenants Cochrane, Williams, Haycock, O’Brien, 
Gibson, Mercer, and others. Fifty men and two officers 
have been ordered from Philadelphia, forty from An- 
napolis, and twenty from Norfolk, Va., to arrive in 
Washington on the 26th instant, and remain until the 
5th March. The column of troops will consist of regu- 
lars, marines, militia, cadets, and midshipmen, and will 
aggregate nearly if not quite six thousand, and, if the 
weather prove favorable, will make a grand display. 

The Wabash, Brooklyn, and Wachusett arrived at 
Spezia, ltaly, January 16, from Villefranche, and were 
thore the 21st January. The Wabash expected to leave 
Spezia January 25 for Naples, and the Brooklyn in a day 
or two for Naples and the Eastern Mediterranean. The 
Plymouth sailed Januvry 21 for Villefranche, where she 
would fill up with provisions and coal preparatory to re- 
turning home via the west coast of Africa. The She- 
nandoah was expected hourly and would go to Ville- 
franche, and thence to Barcelona. She was at Smyrna 
January 2. The Wachusett would leave January 25 for 
Leghorn and the southern ports of Italy. The Congress 
arrived at Naples January 16 from Messina and the 
East. 

THE storeship Guard will not leave New York for 
Trieste until the 5th or 10th of March, and, allowing 
six weeks for the voyage, she will reach there about 
April 21, possibly sooner, if the prevailing winds are 
favorable. The storeship Supply will probably sail just 
previous to the Guard, and as she is a somewhat faster 
sailer,; will arrive at Trieste about the first part of 
April, allowing reasonable time to get the goods ready 
for exhibition at the time of opening the Exposition, on 
May 1. There is some uncertainty, however, about the 
above, if we may credit the rumors which prevail at the 
Brooklyn Navy-yard concerning the shipping of the 
goods from the United States; but the statements are 
contradictory, and the above are the facts as near as can 
be ascertained at present. 

Tue funeral of the late Commodore James P. Mc- 
Kinstry took place on February 14, at Detroit, Mich., 
and was very largely attended. The religious services 
were conducted at the family residence by Bishop Mc- 
Coskry, assisted by the Rev. J. W. Brown, of Christ 
Church. The body was inclosed ina handsome casket 


appropriately decorited with flowers, and draped with’ 


the national colors. The following gentlemen acted as 
pall bearers:. Major-General Philip St. George Cooke, 
Major Louis H. Pelouze, A. A. G., General John P. 
Hawkins, Commodore Alexander Murray, Commodore 
Stevens, the Hon. C.C. Trowbridge, the Hon. E. A. Brush, 
and Messrs. Samuel Lewis, Henry P. Bride, and D. 
Cuoper. After the conclusion of the services at the house 
the remains were escorted to the Central Railroad depot 
by three companies of soldiers from Fort Wayne, the 
Detroit Light Guard, a number of military, naval and 
civil officer of the United States, city officials and a 
large concourse of citizens, the whole preceded by a de- 
tachment of police and the band of the First U. 8. In- 
fantry, The remains were conveyed to Ypsilanti, Mich., 





where - Teme services and the burial took place on Feb- 
ruary 15. 

Tue Alaska (12) arrived at New York on Feb- 
ruary 14, after a pleasant voyage, with exception of a 
gale off the Bermudas lasting a day and a haif in which 
one of her boats was lost. Sheleft Wusung, China, Oo- 
tober 22, and Hong Kong October 29, touching at An- 
jer point November 13, arriving at Cape Town De- 
cember 21, where she car five days; sailing on the 
26th and occupying 1 days in her passage from 
Hong Kong to New York. She has been about three 
years in service on the Asiatic station, having been com- 
missioned at Boston on December 1, 1869, and during 
her trial trip from that place her deck caught fire from 
the boilers and she put into New York for repairs; from 
which place she left for China April 9, 1870, participat- 
ing in the Corean fight, losing ove man and having 
several wounded. She is now at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 
where she will probably go out of commission, though, 
shortly after they had commenced to dismantle her, 
orders were received from the Department not to pro- 
mulgate the detachment orders of her officers and crew. 
Her officers are: Captain H. OC. Blake, commanding; 
Lieutenant-Commander C. M. Chester, executive officer; 
Lieutenants A. S. Snow, navigator, R. M. G, Brown, 
J. B. Smith; Masters, C. T. Forse, A. V. Wadhama, N. 
L. Roosevelt; Mate, John Quinn ; Surgeon, J. H. Clark ; 
Assistant Surgeon, S. W. Latia; Paymaster, F. Clark; 
Chief Engineer, C. E. DeValin; First; Assistant En- 
gineer, J. Lowe; Boatswain, A. McComb; Gunner, G. 
Fouse; Sailmaker, W. M. Howells; Pay Clerk, E. C. 
Cronan; First Lieutenant of Marines, J. B. Brease; 
Pussenvers, Lieutenants C. H. Rockwell, G. F. Wilkins, 
J. E. Janes. 

THe Yantic, Commander Byron Wilson, arrived at 
Zanzibar, Africa, December 10, fourteen days from Aden. 
She was favored with good winds on the passage but ex- 
perienced heavy swells in the Indian Ocean, On her ar- 
rival she was visited by U. 8. Vica-Consul Webb, and ar- 
rangements made for an interview by Commander Wil- 
son with the Sultan gn the following day. On the occa- 
sion of visiting the Snitan, Commander Wilson was 
accompanied by the following officers of the Yantic; 
Lieutenant W. W. Gilpatrick, assistant paymaster, 
Louis A. Yorke, Master L. G. Bowman, Second Assistant 
Engineer R. W. Galt, Midshipman N. T. James, and 
Captain’s Clerk J. P. Cowardin, also by the vice-consul. 
The party were received at the palace with all due cere- 
meny by His Highness the Sultan, and in fact with 
great cordiality. Commander Wilson delivered an a 
propriate address to His Highness, explaining the o 
ject of his visit in the Yantic, which was an ex 
of a desire on the part of the United States to see the 
slave trade abolished within the dominions of the Sultan. 
The Sultan expressed himself anxious to suppress any 
abuse uf the sl we trade or of the privileges accorded 
treaty stipulation, and his willingness to use every ef- 
fort to stop the practice of kidnapping, which prevailed. 
A salute of twenty-one guns was fired by the 
Yantic and returned by the Sultan’s battery ashore. 
Commander Wilson expected to leave in the Yuntic 
about the 12th of January, whether to Muscat or Bom- 
bay he could not determine until some further events 
had transpired. Officers and crew in good health. Her 
Britannic Majesty’s steamship Briton arrived at Zanzibar 
December 16, but the expedition nnder Sir Bartle Frere 
was not expected until about January 1, An English 
line of mail steamers has just been established between 
Zanzibar and Aden. 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICK. 
ORDERED. 


Fesrvary 12 —Medical Inspector Samuel F. Cowes, to the Na- 
vy-yard, l’ortsmouth, N. H. 

Frepnvary 13.—Lieutenant-Commanider D. C0. Woodrow, to the 
receiving ship Sabine, at Portsmouth, N. H. 

Master R. Clurendon Jones, to special duty at New Orleans con- 
nected with iron-clads. ° 

Master Uriah R. Harris, to the Prolic, 

Ensigas Wm. F. Bulkleyand Siduey H. May, and Midshipman 
a — to a ———. ‘ : . “i 

ay Inspector Geo. L. Davis, as ins or of provisions, e 

the Deveoued, Boston, on the lst of March nex*. 4 

Fepsruary 14.—Surgeon Henry C. Nelson, as reeorder of the 
Board of Medical Examiners at Washington, D. C. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon H. M. Rundlett, tothe Terror, per 
steamer of 22d inst. ; 

Fesruary 15.—First Assistant Engineer James H. Chasmar, to 
special duty at New York with Chiet Engineer Zeller. 

Feprusry 18.—Saptain Samuel R. Franklin, us executive of the 
7 Station at yd paatens my on the = of —— ar ie 
irst Assistant Engineer Thomas W. , to special duty on 
Juniata in connection with lines of soundings to be carried to the 

Bermuda Islands. , 
DETACHED. 


Feprvuany 12.—Surgeon Frederick E. Potter, from the Navy- 
yard, Porismouth, N. H., and ordered to the receiving Ssbine. 
Surgeon Somerset Robinson, from t*e receiving ship at 
cme N. H., and ordered to the Naval Station at League 
ind, ra. 
Frsrvaryx 13.—Ensign Boyaton Leach, from the Frolic, and or- 


— ~ 2 Pe 9 Gilman, as ins: of provisions, etc., at 
tol ° ° as 
5 Soy omer ig h, and ordered to settle 


the Navy-yard, Boston, on the Ist of 
accounts, 

Fesrvary 14.—Commander Joseph N. Miller, from the Naval 
Sate shew Landes, go and ordered to the Hydrographic 

ingten, D.C. 
nM. A cal Lnspector A. L. Gihon, from the Medical Board of Ex- 
aes yey and ordered to special duty in the Bureau of 
Medicine an ° 
-aurseoR eH. Cook, from the Terror, and ordered to return 
ome, and wait orders. 

Fepevary 15.—Firet Assistant Engineer J, J. Barry, from the 
Navy-yard, New York, and ordered to the Juniata, 

Second As:istant Engineer J. A. Kaiser, from the Navy-yard, 
Philadelphia, and placed on waiting orders. 

Fesruagy 17.—Captain Homer C. Blanc, from the command of 
the Alaska, and placed on waiting orders. 

Lieute nant-Commander C. M. Chester, Lieutenants Charles H. 
Rockwell, J. E. Jones, A. 8. Snow, and Geo. F. W: Masters 
Charles IT’. Foree, R. M. G. Brown, A. V. Wadhams, N. L. Roose- 
veit, and J+sse B. Smith, Surgeon Jobn H, Clark, Assistant Sur- 
geon 3. W. Latta, Chiet Engineer Charles E. De Valin, First As- 











i t Enginee: John Lowe, Boatswain Alexander Gun- 
siteteo. Foure, and Sailmsker Win. Howells, trom the 
and placed on wait orders. 

poymnetes Frank trom the Alaska, and ordered to settle 
acc wats. ° 


Medical I Edward Shippen, from the Wabash, 
cortonae of il health, and pineed oo waitieg ocdens. “pina 
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r REVOKED. 


Fenevany 12.—The orders of Lieutenant-Commander Francis 
Morris, to the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. H., on account of in- 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Feprvary 13.—Commander Austin Pendergrast, granted leave 
for one year, with permission to leave the United States. 


PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
Fesrvany 15.—Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lee, from February 13, 1873, 
RESIGNED. 
FPeprvary 15.—Chaplain W. R. Cobb, to take effect June 1, 1873. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending February 8, 1873: 
Samuel Holt, marine, January 26, hospital, Norfolk, Va. 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 15. 
John McGrath, marine, January 30, Naval Hospital, Mare 
Island, Cal. 


Thomas Reynolds, ordinary seaman, February 10, Naval Hos- 
pital, New York. 





CHANGES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN STATION. 


Tue following changes of officers have been made in the Mediter- 
ranean Squadron since October 19, 1872, viz. : 


Captain W. G. Temple, to the command of the Wabash. 

Midshipman A. H. Cobb, from the Shenandoah to the Congress. 

Midshipman A. Post, from the Brooklyn—resigned. 

Master E. M. Day, from the Brooklyn, by Department leave of 
absence. 

Lieutenant C. T. Arnold, from the Wachusett, and ordered 
home, under sentence of Naval General Court-martial. 

Master J. ©. Paine, from the Wabash to the Wachusett. 

Boatswain W. Long, to the Brooklyn, by order of the Depart- 

t 


ment. 
Acting Boatswain Edw. Hughes, from the Brooklyn to the She- 
nandcah. 
Ensign T. Porter, from the Brooklyn, and ordered home by the 
t. 


en 
Imaker Samuel Tatem, from the Brooklyn, and ordered home 
by medical survey. 
Lieutenant-Commander G. F. F. Wilde, from the Wabash to the 
Plymouth, at his request. 
aster R. T. Jasper, from the Plymouth to the Wabash, at his 


uest. 

 ditdshipman 8. A. Staunton, from the Wabash to the Plymouth, 
at his request. 

Midshipman H. M. Jacoby, from the Wabash to the Plymouth, 
at his request. 

Midshipman W. 8. French, from the Plymouth to the Wabash, 
* ledie Fiscoent i Fleet § E. Shi from th 

jieal Inspector an eet eon E ppen, m e 

Wabash, and ordered home. —_ 4 

Surgeon A. C. Gorgas, from the Brooklyn to the Wabash, and as 
fleet surgeon. 

cen C. J. Cleborne, from the Plymouth to the Brooklyn. 
m -. —¥ J.P. J. Augur, from the Brooklyn to the Plymouth, 

request. 

Midshipman J. C. Freeman, from the Plymouth to the Brooklyn, 
at his request. 

Ensign H. T. Monahan, from the Plymouth to the Wachusett, 
at his request. 

Lieutenant F, Turnbull, from the Brooklyn, by Department’s 
order, and granted one year’s leave of absence. 








UNIFORM CIRCULAR. 
Navy DeParntMEent, Wasutnoton, Feb. 7, 1873. 
Hereafter whenever it is considered conducive to comfort or 
health white caps of the regulation pattern, or white linea cap 
covers, may or shall be worn by officers on shipboard within the 
tropics or elsewhere in very hot weather, with the permission or 
by the direction, as the case may be, of the commanding officer of 
the vessel or statiou. Gro. M. Romerson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 





NOMINATIONS IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
Second Lieutenant Carlisle P. Porter, to be a first lientenant 
from February 1, vice First Lieutenant A. B. Young, resigned. 


mge F. Bates, to be a second lieutenant from February 1, vice 
Porter, promoted. 








THE TORPEDO DISCUSSION. 


THE RIVAL TORPEDOES. 
MR. LAY IN ANSWER TO CAPTAIN ERICSSON. 


Mr. John Ericsson. 

Sir: Yours of the 7th instant at hand, declitiing my 
challenge, and alleging that, by restricting your torpedo 
to the dimensions set forth in your letter to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, dated December 10, 1872, I impose 
conditions “ physically impossible.” 

Now, sir, as proof of my sincerity (which you have 
questioned) and desire that a competitive trial should be 
made of the two systems, I mzke the following conces- 
sion : 

You may enter for trial a torpedo of the same dimen- 
as mine. 

The other conditions to remain the same as in my let- 
ter to you dated February 1, 1873. 

Yours, etc., J. L. Lay. 

Newport, R. L, Feb. 15, 1873. 








THE TORPEDO QUESTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: I have read with much interest the discussion 
which has been going on in the colamns of your paper 
for the — few weeks of the torpedo question. ing 
an ex-officer of the Navy, and feeling naturally a deeper 
interest in the efficiency »f this branch of the Govern- 
ment Service from my former connection with it, may I 
ask a small space in the columns of your journal, in 
which to present some views which seem to have an im- 
portant bearing upon the question of the relative merits 
of the system of Mr. Lay, and of that which Captain 
Ericsson is so zealously engaged in urging upon the at- 
tention of the Government. 

The obvious requirements of an efficient movable 
ae a for offensive as well as defensive purposes are : 

. Manageableness. 


2. Immunity from destraction when approaching an 


enemy’s vessel. 

oy tn 

4 Simplicity desiralle, but not essential. 

5. Safety to the operator. 

How far do each of the two systems answer these re- 
quirements! So far as the Lay torpedo-boat ie concerned 





i ageableness 


Fesrvary 22, 18738. 











ts man: is no longer a subject of speculation ; 
the two trials at Schenectady and at Newport, the form- 
ervf which I witnessed, have shown conclusively thet 
this boat is as perfectly within the control of the opera- 
tor as any other water craft—except that it cannot be 
backed by its own power. It is demonstrated, moreover, 
that the movements of this boat are not checked or in- 
terfered with by the fouling of the wires upon rocks, 
cables, anchorr, or other submerged objects. 

Captain Ericsson objects that the machinery is com- 
plicated and that unusual skill is required in the opera- 
tor. Now this complication is simply thut of three 
electro magnets, whose it is to merely open and close the 
valves. To manipulate these, even less skill is required 
then for the average telegraph operator; and the as- 
sumption that the Naval Academy and the Torpedo 
Corps will not be able to furnish any reasonable number 
of officers fully competent to operate such boats, is not 
by any means complimentary to either. 

It should be remembered that these boats are not de- 
signed for general cruising; that a single run of, say, 
two miles for each is all that is contemplated ; and that, 
prior to the departure of each boat upon its errand of 
destruction, abundant opportunity will be afforded for 
making ull needed tests and adjustments. 

How about the devices of Captain Ericsson? As 
these exist so far only in the imagination of the inven- 
tor, any conclusions to which we may arrive in relation 
to them, must of necessity be to a greater or less extent 
speculative. In regard, however, to the submerged tor- 
pedo, first proposed, it seems entirely safe to say that, as 
it is proposed to propel it under water, and of course out 
of sight of the operator, it must necessarily be entirely 
unmanageable, or beyond the power of the operator to 
direct it with any degree of certainty to its destination. 
Nor does it appear how this submerged torpedo is to be 
maintained at a depth of fifteen, or any other number of 
feet below the surface of the water, while it is being pro- 
pelled at a speed of ten miles per hour by its own ma- 
chinery, and towing a mile or two of tubular cable 
astern. The accomplishment of the result aimed alt will 
certainly involve quite as complicated and delicate ad- 
justinents as are required by the Lay device, if indeed, 
it be not an impossibility. ° 

It would seem that Captain Ericsson himself sces se- 
rious obstacles in his way, from the fact{that just two 
weeks after the appearance of the device in the JoURNAL, 
accompanied by a description in which entire coufidence 
is expressed as to its efficiency, he evolves a new and 
very different plan in which he proposes to attach his 
torpedo to a support carried by a ‘boat floating at, and 
partly above the surface of the water, the propelling ma- 
chinery being carried by the latter. 

We are not told how this last arrangement is to be 
steered. It certainly will not be rendered more man- 
ageable by the submerged torpedo and its support, the 
effect of which upon the behavior of the boat, when 
driven through the water at a velocity of fifteen feet 
per second can be more readily imagined than de- 
scribed. 

In regard to the second requirement, Captain Ericsson 
hes by his “ new departure,” placed himself in a posi- 
tion where the samo objection may be urged against his 
device that he has so strenuously urged against that of 
Mr. Lay, to wit: that it will be liable to destruction as 
it approaches an enemy’s vessel. Such destruetion will, 
of course, be possible ; but, having had opportunities to 
observe the extent of the danger to which smal! floating 
objects are exposed when fired upon from ships, my own 
impression is that in nine cases out of ten either boat 
would reach its destination if provided with suitable 
power and if properly steered. Especially does this 
seem probable when the effect which the rapid approach 
of such an instrument of destruction would naturally 
produce upon the crew of the threatened vessel is con- 
sidered. 

While it is perfectly easy to show upon paper how 
perfectly the surface torpedo-boat may be commanded by 
‘torpedo guns,” the conditions of the problem become 
entirely changed when both are afloat, and the former 
is approaching the latter at a speed of ten miles per hour, 
in which case it does not by any means follow that “ the 
top will be infallibly riddled.” 

it should be remembered that the “great inventor” 
is not always infallible, and that the opinions of naval 
officers based upon experience and observation in the 
line of their profession, are quite as likely to be correct 
as the assumptions and speculative conclusions of the 
most expert theorist. For example, witness the obvious 
error of Captain Ericsson in his communication to the 
JOURNAL of 25th of January, in which he says: “Ob- 
viously it is immaterial whether the reel be placed in 
the boat,” (Lay’s plan) “or on shore.” Can it be possi- 
ble that Captain Ericsson can sea no difference between 
the towing of a mile or two of tubular cable through tie 
water, and simyly paying it off a reel on board the boat? 
Would it be necessary, to consult an expert to learn that 
there would be a vast difference in the power required, 
and in the manageableness of the boat in the two cases ? 

*‘It would be a waste of time to discuss this point at 
length.” 

As to the destructive power of torpedoes, it may be re- 
marked that the question is not, which is the most de- 
structive in its effects, but rather, is any given torpedo 
sufficiently destructive to accomplish all that may be re- 
quired of it ? Y 
If we can accept nothing but the maximum result 
in the line of destruction, we must go further, even 
than Captain Ericsson has gone, and demand that the 
explosion shall occur under the bottom of an enemy’s 
ship immediately underneath the magazine. This 
would, no doubt, be a very satisfactory arrangement for 
the party employing it, if it could only be effected; but 
in view of the difficulties-in the way of such an achieve- 
ment, our Government, if it is wise, will forego any at- 
tempt in that direction, and confine its efforts to those 
_— which give some promise of success in their execu- 





Let us examine into the effect of the explosion of a 
charge of 680 pouades of powder in one of Mr, Lay’s tore 
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pedoes. «We will assume that the volume of the charge 
is eight cubic feet, and that its centre of gravity is 
three and one-third feet from the side of the enemy’s 
ship at the instant of explosion, as estimated by Captain 
Ericsson. We will assume also that the explosive force 
of gunpowder when confined in a space equivalent to 
its own volume is 750,000 pounds per square inch, as as- 
certained or estimated by Count Rumford, and that the 
tension of the gases varies inversely with their volume. 
Finally we will assume that the explosion of the charge 
is effected in 1-200th of a second, and that the expansion 
of the sphere of the resulting gases from the original 
volume of the charge to such a volume that the circle in 
contact with the side of the vessel shall have a radius of 
three and one-third feet, will occur in [another 1-200th 
of a second. 

The radius of this last expanded volume will be about 
4 2-3 feet, while the radius of a sphere of 8 cubic feet is 
about 1.48 feet. The tension of the expanded gases will 
therefore be 13,820 pounds per square inch—neglecting 
temperature—and as the circle of contact will have an 
area of about 10,000 square inches, the total effect against 
the side of the vessel should be over 69,000 tons. Prac- 
tically, however, this enormous effect cannot be realized, 
for the reason that the air will not offer sufficient resist- 
ance to the expansion in the opposite direction. This 
reaction, which will measure the destructive effect of the 
explosion, may be estimated, approximately, as follows: 
The expansion of the volume, between the limits stated, 
taking place in 1-200th of a second, the corresponding 
extension of the radius from 1.48 to 4 2-3 feet will be at 
the average rate of 692 feet per second. Taking now 
the resistance opposed by the air, at 0.24 of a pound per 
square foot, for a velocity of 10 feet per second, the re- 
sistance per square foot, for a velocity of 692 feet per 
second, will be about 1,197 pounds; while the reaction 
for a surface of 10,000 square inches, or about 70 square 
feet, will be about 42 tons. 

It appears, then, that the shock produced by the as- 
sumed explosion may be regarded as equivalent to that 
produced by a weight of 42 tons, moving with a velocity 
of 692 feet per second, or of eighty 20-inch shot moving 
at the same velocity. 

This, lixe Captain Ericsson’s demonstration, is mere 
speculation; but it shows that there need be but little 
doubt that the effect of such an explosion would be to 
‘either send the vessel and crew to the bottom by tear- 
ing out the side, or else would so crush her in as to ren- 
der her abandonment a matter of healthy necessity to 
her inmates,” as asserted by Commander Kirkland. 

As to simplicity, it is difficult to see wherein the 
Ericsson plan, or plans,’with boat, engine, air-pumps, tor- 
pedo (carried at arm’s length 15 feet under water), two 
miles of tubular éable, reel, coal, and hole in the ground, 
has the advantage over the Lay torpedo boat, which 
carries everything within itself except the operator’s 
key-board and the insulated wires connecting it with 
the battery. 

Objection is made by Captain Ericsson to the danger- 
ous pressure employed in the flasks of the Lay system. 
These flasks are manufactured of wrought iron, are two 
feet in diameter, and are five-cighths of an inch thick. 
The strain per square inch upon the metal, due to an 
internal prezsure of 600 pounds, is therefore 11,520 
pounds, or about one-fourth the ultimate strength of 
good boiler irom. This factor of one-fourth, while it is 
somewhat greater thun that used in the best practice, is 
nevertheless smaller than is qften used by many reputa- 
ble builders. Let us now see what pressure will have 
to be employed in connection with the propulsion of the 
boat carrying the submerged torpedo. We have no inti- 
mation as to the size of tubular cable which is to be em- 
ployed, beyond the fact that it is proposed to sink it in a 
hole in the ground, which shall be 9 feet square. Let 
us assume, then, that the reel will be 8 feet long, and 
that its axle will be 6 inches in diameter. The tubular 
cable we will assume to have internal and external di- 
ameters of one and one and a half inches respectively. 
The diameter of the reel with its two miles of cable will 
then be about 6 1-2 feet. The power of the engines of 
the boat we will take at 15 horses, and the pressure em- 
ployed at the engines at 100 pounds per square inch. 

In the first place let us see about how much power will be 
required to teow two miles of this tubular cable at a speed 
of 10 miles per hour. Weare without experimental results 
which will enable us to estimate precisely what this pow- 
er will be; but, making due allowance for the excessive 
length of the cable, we may put the resistance at 14 of 
a pound per square foot of surface. Two miles of 1 3-4- 
inch cable will expose a surface of 4,024 square feet. 
The resistance due to this surface at 1-4 pound per square 
foot will be 1,006 pounds. This force exerted over 880 
feet per minute (ten miles per hour) is equivalent to 
about twenty-seven horse power. We will admit that 
the ingenuity of Captain Ericsson may have enabled 
him to devise means whereby fifteen horse power may 
be made to tow his cable, and propel his boat and tor- 
pedo besides. A Lay man would, however, entertain 
doubts as to the practicability of accomplishing such a 
result with the power indicated. 

To furnish fifteen horze power the velocity of the com- 
pressed air through the cable at the remote end must be 
about 110 feet per second, the pressure being 100 pounds. 
In order to maintain this pressure at the engines, and to 
overcome the friction upon the two miles of straight 
cable, an excess of pressure equal to about 823 pounds 
must be maintained at the initial end of the cable. If 
to this we add the effect of curvature upon the reel, the 
initial pressure is increased 42.5 pounds. We therefore 














have : Pounds. 
Friction in straight cable, two miles...... jase vexe 323 
Resistance due to curvature.... .......seeeeeees 42.5 
Pressure at engine.......... e cone 100 
Total initial pressure......... ang 1 465.5 


To supply the requisite air under this pressure will 
require expenditure of a power of about sixty-five 
horses. 

There may be some question as to whether all of the 





requisite machinery, together with the reel and operator, 
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could be stowed in a hole nine feet equare; but then 
every “landsman” knows that any difficulty of that 
kind may be very easily remedied by making the hole 
larger—unless the ground should happen to be rock, in 
which case some difficulty might be experienced. 

Finaliy, the submerged torpedo being carried at a 
depth of fifteen feet, can only be operated with safety in 
water of a greater deptk. In many cases this would 
necessitate the preparation of the boat at a considerable 
distance from the shore, which would involve additional 
complication. There must also be great danger of pre- 
mature explosion upon rocks or sunken objects which it 
may encounter on its way, and of grounding in shallower 
water. 

Reviewing the whole subject, then, w2 find that the 
Lay torpedo-boat is mansageuble ; that it is measurably 
safe from destruction by an enemy; that its destructive 
pewer is reasonably well established; that, all things 
considered, it cannot be regarded as objectionably com- 
plicated or as requiring extraordinary skill for its man- 
ipulation; and that the operator is not exposed to great 
danger. While in regard to the Ericssou system it ap- 
pears that its management must be attended with grave, 
if not insurmountable difficulties; that it will require 
vastly greater power for its propulsion, besides the 
large expenditure of power required to supply the 
compressed air; that it is as much exposed to 
destruction by an enemy as the Lay boat, 
with the added danger of premature explosion; that, 
as a syste:n, it consists of a greater number of dis- 
tinct elements, and is therefore more complicated than 
that of Mr. Lay; and that the necessity which will ex- 
ist for handling ths torpedo, under unfavorable circum- 
stances, in attaching it to, and in occasionally detaching 
it from its supports, will make it very dangerous for tie 
parties entrusted with its management. It is not diffi- 
cult, therefore, under the circumstances, to guess who 
may be entertaining “visionary expectations” as to the 
results which might follow the adoption and use of their 
respective systems. 

Mr. Lay fias bern successful with his inventions in 
the torpedo line in the past, and we see no good reason 
to doubt that his efforts will be attended with an equal 
measure of snecess in the future. ee 

February 17, 1873. 


A NEW UNIFORM FOR THE MARINE CORPS. 


To the Eduor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

S1r: In connection with the circular letter of Decem- 
ber 16, 1872, designed to ascertain the sentiments of the 
officers of the Murine Corps upon the question of amend- 
ing and improving their uniform, and your kind editorial 
comments thereon, I have the pleasure of furnishing the 
following information as to progress, and of submitting 
as a basis for the new uniform the subjoyned draft, which 
embodies my own views and prtially those of several 
other officers, all of whom, however, are anxious to hear, 
and eager to accept any better suggestions or ideas that 
may be advanced, the freest discussion of the subject be- 
ing invited and desired. 

The circular letter has met with a most gratifying re- 
ception. Since your publication of it, a copy has been 
forwarded to every accessible officer, active aud retired, 
ashore and afloat, in the Marine Corps, and replies have 
already been reveived from about forty officers, represent- 
ing every shore station, except Pensacola, only four of 
whom express themselves satisfied with the present uni- 
form and oppored to any change. The rest all favor cer- 
tain indicited improvenents, and the sooner the better. 
Awong those who have expressed preferences and offered 
suggestions are Colonels Kintzing, Marston, and M.- 
Cawley ; Captains Wiley, Hey woo, Collier, Collum, and 
Bartlett; Lieatensnts Wallace, W.liiams, Fagan, Sher- 
man, Welles, Haycock, Taylor, Goodre]], Sherburne, 
Morgan, ! radford, Slack, Gibson, Whipple, and Fisher, 
and the officers of the Brooklyn barracks through Cap- 
Many of these gentlemen have manifested 
their interest in the subject by sub: itting views in de- 
tail, accompanied by measurements and illustrations. Of 
course, there is considerable difference of opinion ex- 
hibited upon many of the poiats in question, but enough 
is ascertained to determine that aimost any change in 
the full-dress coat and cap for officers and men, and the 
blouse, epiulets, chevrons, shoes, and facings for enlisted 
men would be acceptable. Several officers have pro- 
nounced for chapeaux and swallow-tails, and a strong 
feeling is developed in favor of dark blue pants, round 
fatigue caps (English pattern), metal scabbards, and dis- 
pensing with bullion for enlisted men, and the sash for 
all, except the commandent and the officer of the day. 
There seems to ba no disposition to change the overcoat, 
fatigue coat, shell and patrol jackets, and white duty belt. 

Pending the receipt of these replies, several neat and 
beautiful designs for ornamentation of collar and sleeve 
of full-dreas coat of officers, and for the chevrons and 
service stripes of the men, have been prepared; a new 
model low shako and pompon for full dress and round 
cap for shipboard have been made; samples of all of the 
metal parts of the equipment nickel-plated, to show the 
effects and advantages of that process, and other steps 
taken to ascertain the value and appearance of different 
combinations. 

The following general sketch is offered for considera- 
tion, criticism, and amendment, as furnishing a hand- 
some, comfortable, and serviceable uniform, to be obtained 
by alterations in the pregent costume, which, it is be- 
lieved, need not occasion a total expenditure cf more 
than $50 in the case of officers, and not more than $3 
per annum, if anything, in the case of the rank and file. 
it must be borne in mind that neither the Army nor 
Navy can be employed as a guide in this matter, for the 
great range and peculiar nature of our duties, and the 
variety of climates and conditions which we must be 
prepared for, call for an equipment necessarily indepen- 
dent of theirs. Three complete dresses seem to be indis- 
pensable : 








FUM® DRESS. 
Coat. 
For all officers: Same as now worn, with exception that 


the skirt should be out shorter, say one-half of the length 


from the hip to the knee, instead of three-fourths, as at prer- 
ent, the rows of buttons on the breast spread to seven inches 
aS top and three at bottom, and the slashes and loops now 
worn on the collar and sleeves abolished, and in lieu thereof 
be substituted a scarlet cloth or black velvet collar, and 
pointed cuffs of the same material, embroidered above with 
a gold knot or scroll, as per one of two patterns at the 
Philadelphia Barracks, difficult to deseribe briefly, but pho- 
tographs of which will be sent to the different stations for 
inspection; to have but one kind of ornamented collar and 
two kinds of cuffs for all officers, the cuff or sleeve design for 
commandant and field officers to be of heavier and richer 
pattern than that for company officers, with an embroidered 
silver star on each sleeve above the open gold knot for the 
commandant; this gold knot to be distinctive of the marine 
uniform, and to resemble the silk knot on sleeve of fatigue 
coat and patrol jacket, mentioned hereinafter. 

For enlisted men : Same as now worn, with the exception 
of being cut shorter in skirt, having buttons on breast spread, 
three instead of two buttons on cuffs, and having scarlet 
cloth or scarlet-braided collar and braided or pointed cuffs, 
both piped with orange cloth in lieu of present arrangement, 
the collar to be cut square in front, with cloth fly inside to 
hook, or cut as now for stock, as may be deemed best by a 
board. 

Trousers. 

For all officers: Dark blue, with half-inch gold lace stripe, 
or three-eighths of inch scarlet cloth welt, as may be decided 
by board, the commandant to wear a one-inch gold lace stripe. 

For enlisted men: Sameas now worn, substituting a stripe 
of scarlet cloth one inch wide in lieu of cord for all non- 
commissioned officers, including non-commissioned staff, cor- 
porals, and musicians, which, to secure uniformity, should be 
furnished on the trousers ready for issue by the Quarter- 
master’s Department. 

Cap. 

For commandant, field and staff officers: The chapeau as 
now worn. 

For company officers: A lower, much lighter, and better 
modeled shako than is now wora, of dark blue, instead of 
black cloth, on a gossamer frame, with more pitch forward ; 
scarlet feather plume, as naw, and a gilt ornament hali 
the size of the present one, embodying the present corps cap 
device within a deeply cut laurel and oak wreath, andif degir- 
able, with scroll at bottom for an inscription, say “U. S,. M. 
C.—1798”’ (the date of establishment); all as per new pat- 
tern capand ornament at the Philadelphia Barracks. 

For enlisted men: The same pattern precisely, with blue 
cloth, instead of black felt, as now, and scarlet obovate 
pompon two anda half inches.leng, to pitch well forward. 
Horse-hair plumes are not found to wear well, and the round 
pompon is not considered stylish. 

Epaulete. 
For officers: As now worn, with the addition of the ai- 
gulet for staff officers. The bullion should not exceed two 
and a half inches ia Jength, and same for lieutenants as 
captains. 
or enlisted men : The present scale strap, nickel plated, 
with the crescent curved under a !ittle, andno bullion. Two 
sizes to be issued, one a little smaller than the present. 


Sword and Scabbard. 
To be of the kind known as half-sabre blade, same length, 
but narrower and lighter than the present sword, with metal 
scabbard of German silver, or steel nickel plated, a neat gilt 
guard to protect the hand, and a sbark-skin gripe. 
For enlisted men: Asnow worn, or with mountings nickel 
plated. 
Sword-belt. 
For the commandant : As now worn. 
For field and company officers: A waist-belt one and 
three-quarter inches wide, to be made of white enamelied 
leather (not patent), with a band of half-inch gold lace sewed 
on its upper and lower edges so as to show the white Jeather 
edge like piping, and a scarlet silk or black velvet ground 
between the bands, through the centre of which should run 
a one-quarter-inch gold luce stripe of sume pattern. If pre- 
ferred, a corded silk’ and gold lace of this kind can be 
made with the Jacquard loom. The sword to be suspended 
by gilt or nickel plated chain slings, which can be had for 
about $3 per pair. 
For enlisted men: As now worn. 
Sword-belt Plate. 
As now worn, unless nickel-plated for meu. 
Sash. ; 
To be as now for commandant, and abolished for all other 
officers, except when on duty as the officer of the day, and for 
occasions of ceremony abroad, when it may be worn crossed. 
Flat tassels recommended as better than round ones. 
Chevrons, 
To be worn as now, points up, but to be made of scarlet 
cloth bars one-half inch wide on an orange ground, with an 
eighth of an inch, or less, of cloth showing between the bars, 
and, to secure uniformity, should be furnished ready for issue 
by the Quartermaster’s Department. 
Service Stripes. 
To be worn by all men thereto entitled, one for every five 
years of service, and to be made of a half-inch diagonal stripe 
of scarlet cloth on an orange cloth ground, placed above the 
cuff, as by present custom. Servics in war to be indicated by 
a blue o7 gold stripe one-fourth of an inch wide, running 
across centre of the red stripe from end to end of each enlist- 
ment entitled to it, 
Stock. 

To be retained, of modified pattern, say a gossamer frame not 
exceeding one ioch and a half wide, covered with black cloth ; 
not to be used with full-dress coat if cat square at neck, and 
not with fatigue soat or blouse if a neat white paper or linen 
collar is -vorn instead; one or the other, however, to be re- 
quired. . 
Buttons, Gloves, and Sword-knot. 

Same as now worn. For active duty, a leather sword- 
knot. Gloves to be supplied to men by®)uartermaster's Dep. 
Shoes. 

For officers: Any black lesther not of #hekind known as 
patent or enamelled. . 

For enlisted men: To be made of the same or better ma- 
terials than now, rights and lefts, with higher tongue and 
heel-piece, and to fasten above the ankle with strap and 
buckle, so as to give additional protection to the feel a 
ankles, and appear like a boot when covered by t 
trouers. 

FATIGUE DRESS, 


For general duty in cold weather and bigh latitudes; 





Coat. . 

For officers: As now worn, with the exception that the 
skirt be cut shorter, buttons spread as in full dress, and a 
knot of silk braid, as per pattern to be photographed and for- 
warded, be placed on each cuff, corresponding with proposed 
full-dress coat and patrol jacket. 

Trousers. 


For officers: As now worn (light blue), except that the 
scarlet welt be three-eighths of an inch wide, instead of 
three-sixteenths, as now. 

For men: Same as full dress. 


Cap. 
For all: As now worn, with improved deviee, 
Shoulder-knots. 
The regulation marine pattern for all officers of the corp 
Sword-belt. 
For all: Of English buff leather, to be kept white. 
Overcoat. 
For all: As now worn. For campaigning and rar | 


weather, light blue overcoat, braided like dark overcoat, 
officers. Can be drawn from Quartermaster’s Department, 


SUMMER DRESS. 


For the summer season inthe temperate zones, and greater 
part ofthe year in the tropics : 

For officers: The shell or patrol jacket, as now prescribed, 
white linen trousers, and white linen cap or cap-cover. 

For enlisted men: A blue flannel blouse of the kind 
known as the Burnside pattern, only cut shorter in skirt, to- 
be made fullin the body with a yoke, plaits in front and 
rear, and gathered bya belt one inch and a half wide at 
waist ; to have a low, standing collar like fatigue coat. piped 
around seam with scarlet cloth; to have a pocket on the 
inside of each breast, but none cutside, and to fasten in front 
with hook at neck, and seven marine buttons of jackct size, 
Four such blouses to be allowed for the five years’ enlistment, 
and four instead of five fatigue coats; also white linen 
trousers as now worn, and white linen caps or cap covers. 

For the use of both officersand men serving on shipboard, 





or when off duty in barracks, I would recommend a dark 
blue sloth, round cap (English pattern), with gold lace chin 
strap for officers, and black patent leather for men, with- 
out visor; with black mohair band one inch and a half wide 
for officers, and plain cloth band, piped around esck edge 
with scarlet cloth for men; the corps cap device to be worn 
in front by all. ; . 

BAND. 

For band and other musicians : The same general altera- 
tions in skirt of coat ard epaulets as above; dispense with 
buttons on full-dress coat and ornament the breast 
with black worsted braid, and frogs and loops similar to 
those on the officers’ patrol jacket, the collar and cuffs to be 
piped with orange and braided with half-inch black worsted 
braid; and one-inch scarlet stripe for trousers, which might 
be dark blue, if considered advisable by board. 

Caps. 

Same as above, with pompon half white and half blue, it 
being the National Bund of Awerica. 

Stripe on trousers, whether dark or light blue, to be one 
inch in width. I consider it highly important that the uni- 
form of the band should be of surpassing merit, 

It will be seen from the foregoing that a general sys- 
tem of uniformity in the proposed uniform has been ob- 
served; that no costly radical change is advanced; and 
that no reduplication of marks or signs of rank is ad- 
vised. The shoulder always shows the rank; and one 
place is certainly enough. When the overcoat is on, 
then reference is had to the cuff. The policy of havin 
ull the mountings of the enlisted men, and the swor 
scabbard, and chain slings of offivers, nickel plated, I 
would leave to a bourd to decide, along with the perplex- 
ing subject of knapsacks and cartridge-boxes. 

I have not advocated dark blue trousers for all at all 
times, because it would involve an expensive change in 
overcoats, and the addition of a scarlet stripe for each 
mun, plain dark blue legs under sky-blue coats present- 
ing a very odd appearance, by nv means pleasing to the 


eye. 

"The frock skirt is preferred to the swallow tail because 
it 1s in general use among military men abroad, is more 
becoming to the average human form, and saves an ex- 
penditure of $6,000—7. e., 100 multiplied by $60—which 
would be required to replace the present coats. Further 
than this, I am informed by an old officer thut the full- 
dress cout has been changed from swallow-tail to frock 
and vice versa, four times in the last forty years, which 
argues great instability. 

To encourage esprit de corps, I won!d recommend that 
sergeints who have served faithfully and consecutively 
five years, as such, should be authorized to wear a quur- 
ter-inch gold stripe through each bar of the chevron on 
the full-dress cout, or gold lace chevron on scarlet cloth 
ground. 

Lieutenant A. 8. Taylor is entitled to the credit of 
suggesting the very excellent idea of putting scarlet on 
orange for facings, a combination at once unique, rich, 
and eminently distinctive. He also suggested spreadin 
the rows of buttons. The English round cep isadvoca 
by Captains Butler, Lowry, and Collum, and by Lieu- 
tenants Wallace, Welles, Fagan, Haycock, Taylor, and 
others, as being the best adapted to duty aboard ship, 
the ‘overhang ” of the present fatigue cap causing the 
loss of many overboard by ropes, et2, Colonel McCawley 
suggests a gorget for the officers of the day instead of 
the sash ; Captain Heywood; that the cape of watch=cout 
be cut two inches longer; and Oaptuin Collum that 
wkite gaiters might be adopted for summer wear. 

One or two officers favor substituting the Army artil- . 
lery strap for the shouldee-knot; two or three fer 
chapeaux to the shako ; and a few are inclined to abolish 
the epaulet. There are many other suggestions, which 
Want of space forbids me to include. : 

This, Mr. Editor, gives a general idea of the present 
status of the uniform question, with the officers at sea to 
be ‘heard from. 

Respectfully yours, 
PHILADELPHIA, January 28, 1873. 
P. 8.—Since the f ing was written, twelve or fif- 

teen additional officers have been heurd from, all oe 
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EE foxe, U. 5. AnMY (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
69 anv 61 Lipzatr Sracszr., 
New York City. 
odvertiser that the above has accomplished its ob- 
PE Ne pany oon necessary longer to continue it. " 


H. BEAUMONT & CO, 
Room 16, No, 137 Broapway, New Yourx Crrr, 
t salaries, 


e 
Advance money on U. 8. Governmen 
Army and Na Navy: officers whether permaneatly or 


temporarily in the city. 

[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 

At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
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Piano DOP GRBTMR .. co cvcccvescccccvcccccoccccccecocscs 
more faverable terms may be made, where twoor more 
simultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 
for the of the Academy. 


an UB An BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 








General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and Washington, D. ©. ; Ad- 
miral David D.’ Porter, U.'S. N. Washin D. C.;' Ma- 
jor-General G. G . Meade, U. 8. Army, Phila¢ pesinlogtee, D. 0.5, Ma 
man Bache, U. 8. y, Philadel; ; Brigadier-General I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb. ; L. P. Gra- 
M trata, BY army Fort Hamilton, No¥-; Mm ae 
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FINE ELECTRO-PLATE MANUFACTURERS, 
Provipence, R. L., 


Wholesale Rooms, No, | BOND ST., New York. 





STERLING SILVER. 
The Gorham Company respectfully submit the following facts 


fer the consideration of purchasers of Sterling Silverware and 
Fine Electro-Plate. The essential features claimed for their Silver, 
to meet the requirements of a refine? and cultivated taste, are ele- 
ima design, combining form, outline, and Sy 
ity of metal. The Gorham Company 
over thirty years in its manufacture, 
wich th their own personal supe justify them 
in the claim that Their capomeny are not only 
manufactured in the present advanced state of the 1. 
their great facilities enable them to produce Sterling 
pproached in price. 


which cannot be a: 
ELECTRO-PLATE. 
4tf., ———- of others, who, while they have equal- 
discernment, prefer to use a substitute for real 
ae Company manufacture what .s known as “ Gorham 
Plate.” It all the elements of real silverin oni = 
Saxe Betas 0 ringing metal like silv r), beauty, finish, ele- 
Py Ao orm and ive, and extreme om A It can onl 
disti from silver by its special trade-mark 
upon the of each piece. 
CAMP-CHESTS, ETC. 
The qualities above indicated, peculiar to the Gorham Electro- 


tender it by far the best material for Camp-Chests, 
ard-room Yo services, and general use in the Army and 


Sty 
The Gorham Company do not sell at retail, but refer all who 
may wish to obtain either Silver or Electro to the leading jewellers 


Place where they may reside. 
E LADD PATENT STIFFENED 


GOLD WATCH CASES 
For Movements of American Manufacture. 
In Lapres’, Genriemen’s and Bors’ Sizes, and in . 
MANSARD, DOME, AND FLAT SIZES. 
The most elegant, durable, popular, and the 


BEST GOLD WATCH CASES 
ever made for so little money. For sale by leading Jewellers 
throughout the United States and New Dominion. Descriptive 
Circulars sent om application by the manufacturers, 
J. A. BROWN & CO., 11 Mamen Laxz, New Yorx. 


RANSFER.—A SECOND LIEUTENANT OF IN- 
FANTR ata “fashionable resort” > Ls Infantry 


Y, 
desires to transfer to aire, “Rowe 
serving from the sea coast. Srees CAM MONT, are 
ARMY 4aND ave Jownnan. 
ae KING & CO., Bankers anv Bro 
Banking No. 5 WALL 8SI., NEW YORK, 
business. First~ 

Eopitiad alts yo Attention 

from officers of the Navy and 
in the best securities or interest allowed 











Vincert B. Krxe, Hexar W. 
Member of N. Y. Stock Exch'ze. | Late Lt.-Commander U. 8. Navy. 


, which fire 400 shots pér min- 





are now manufactured at Cott’s Armory, Hartford, 
Conn. the use of [these the effect 
= _—_ greatest possible with 








THE annual statement of the National Life Insurance 
Company, which we publish this week, makes a hanil- 
some showing of assets as compared with liabilities; the 
imorease of assets during the year amounting to nearly 
half a million of dollars. The officers of the company 
are gentlemen well known from their connection with 


48 | Doxuansa year, or Tunez Douians for siz months, invariably in 


ties | shall be fixed by arbitrators mutually chosen, if not 





NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1873. 








Office, No. 39 Park Row, New York. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 








The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual empres- 
sions of opinion in communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 
The postage on the JOURNAL is twenty-five cons a year, payable 
quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 
Subscribers who purpose binding their volumes at the end of the year 
should be careful to preserve their files of the paper, as we no longer 
stereotype it, and are not able, therefore, to supply all of the back numbers 
of this volume. 
The subscription price of Tum Aumy any Navr Jounwat és Sx 


advance. Remitiances may be made in a Pos Office money order, 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 
which should be made payable te the order of the Proprietors, W.C. & 
F.P. Cauncm. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
but always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been reduced 
+0 Afleen cents, and the present registration system has been found by 
the postal authorities to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 
by mail, All postmasiers are obliged to register leer: whenever re- 
quested to do so. 














NATIONAL SHIP-YARDS. 


In the Senate, on the 6th of February, Mr. Cra- 
ain of New Hampshire made an elaborate speech 
in favor of the bill to aid in the establishment of 
iron ship-building yards and docks. This bill 
has its origin-in a proposition made to the 
Navy Department by the “International Ship- 
building Company,” incorporated by the State of 
New Jersey, and the “ Western Iron Ship and Boat- 
Building Company.” These companies propose to 
build, one on the Atlantic and the other on the Mis- 
sissippi, yards “ with capacity to construct, build, 
and equip the largest naval and commercial steam- 
owe or sailing vessels,” having not less than three 

uilding-docks, with capacity to float vessels of 10,- 
000 tens; workshops; machinery suitable for con- 


rolling-mills for preparing the iron, and making 


ing the framework of vessels; all the machinery, 
in short, for turning ores and timber into vessels of 
the largest class, and setting them afloat, and, be- 
sides this, foundries for casting ordnance to arm 
such vessels as are intended for the Navy. 

The bill provides that, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing these yards, the Government shall guarantee 
for each of them mortgage bonds to the amount of 
five millions of dollars, or ten millionsin all. In 
consideration of this, the yards propose to give the 
work of the Navy Department the preference in 
time of peace, and to give the Government full con- 
trol of all their appliances in time of war. It is 
also provided that each of the companies, as soon as 
their works are sufficiently advanced, shall commence 
the construction of a fleet of iron steamships, six of 
which shall be of not less than 3,500 tons, and of 
superior speed to the steamers now engaged in car- 
rying the mails to Europe. Six more shall be of 
equal speed to any steamers engaged in the trans- 
Atlantic mail service, and of not less than 3,000 tons. 
Two steamers shall be ready for service in eighteen 
months, two more in twenty-fuur months, and the 
whole number shall be complete and upon the 
routes which shall be determined for their service 
between the said company and the Post-Office De- 
partment, in thirty-six months from the passage of 
the bill. Each steamer owned by the company 
of | shall be subject to the use of the Government of the 
United States, when required by public necessity, 

upon paying such fair remuneration therefor as 


first agreed upon by the company and the Depart- 
ment of Government requiring such use. 

To prevent monopoly, it is required that the 
yards established shall furnish other ship-builders 
with iron work, steam machinery, and metal for an 
advance of five per «ent. on the cost. The Secreta- 
ries of the Navy, War, and of the Treasury are ap- 
pointed a to contract with the compar- 
ies specified, or, if they think it for the interest of 
the Goverunmenf that they should do so, to contract 
with other pagties upon the same plans and terms. 
The bill is the one reported by the Committee on 





the financial administration of the Government, and 
this company, under their management, has had a most 
Prosperous career. 


aval Affairs last year, with a strong recommenda- 
in its favor, the committee urging that “the 


structing the largest steam-engines; furnaces and |, 


plates, slabs, frames, etc., and shops, for construct: | ‘ 
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‘aiter-t-then-ganagesi of the country; that they 
will not only give employment to all classes of me- 
chanics and laborers, but will be reproductive for 
continuance 2f such employment by creating means 
of cheap transportation on rivers and oceans for 
the development of interior and exterior commerce, 
to open markets for our agricultural, manufactur- 
ing, and mechanical products throughout the world; 
and that in the workshops of such yards will be ed- 
ueated and trained men of practical skill to make 
steam transportation safe, and to afford to our Navy 
an ample source of recruitment for its corps of na- 
val engineers. In spite of the recommendation 
and arguments of the Naval Committee, and the elo- 
quence of Mr. Cractn, the Senate has rejected an 
amendment to the Naval Appropriation bill em- 
bodying the provisions for establishing these yards 
here referred to. 

In his speech in favor of the bill, Mr. Cracry 
argued that we have not in the entire Unitel States 
@ complete iron ship building-yard with docks and 
the appliances for the prompt creation of a naval 
iron-clad or an iron steamship of the largest class ; 
and that it is by the possession of building-yards 
having such facilities, and by establishing subsi- 
dized lines of steamers, that Great Britaix has been 
enabled to nearly drive our ships from the ocean, 
and taken from our people the most profitable trade 
of the world—the ocean carrying trade. Since 
1860, while other nations have been rapidly in- 
creasing their commerce, we have stood still, as will 
be seen by the following interesting table, which 
includes the total value in gold of the imports and 
exports (excluding bullion of the countries named) 
for the years 1860 and 1870: 














1860. 1870. 
The United States............++-+++ $763,000,000 $886, 270,508 
The United Kingdom of Great 
BURR. cc cccccscccscccesesccces 1,666,728,514 3,180,238, 750 
BURR ee cc rcccccccscccceccccccssecce 892,500,000 1,506 000,000 
Germany... .....--eescecceeeces s--. 537,400,500 "822, ‘578, 978 
Bolland .......cccccscccseccsee eve+- 814,883,045 404,611, 742 
Belgium. .......scccsececsecrecsrees 181,798,600 ,000,000 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway.. 122,908,156 161,256,220 
Reema... .cccccccccccccccccsccccccccs 7,879, 384,202,880 
AStTIR... .ccccsccccccccccvevecesecs 202,284,870 402,500,000 
DG eciccecccccccscccccccecesecocee 000, $50,091,245 
Pp Turkey ...c.s.cccccescoces 132,318,686 192.500,000 
WTTTTTITTTTITiTh Tl 12, "913, 478 22,500,000 
Spain and Portugal............+++ 179,189, 950 184,771,270 
Switwerland .... 2.06... -ceeeeeeereee 118,903,410 128,000,000 
orth and South America, exclu- 
sive of United States........... 350,333,665 661,325,845 
Total world’s commerce.........-- $5,992,542,099  $9,567,074,160 


Proportion of the United States in this commerce 
of the world, nine and twenty-six hundredths per 
cent., or a relative falling off of one-fourth since 
1860. Eight hundred and eighty millions in place 
of the four thousand five hundred millions we should 
have, had our commerce increased in like propor- 
tion with that of Great Britain. Other statistics, 
equally striking, are presented, to show the necessi- 
ties for encouraging shipbuilding in some way; and 
as practically illustrating the value of such a build- 
ing yard as this, Mr. CRAGIN stated that a company 
was formed about two years ago to establish a line 
of American steamers to Europe. A contract was 
made more than fourteen months since to build 
ships ; the first is, though launched, not yet ready. 
The iron for the frames of all had to te rolled ata 
mill some twenty-eight miles from the yard, the 
plates at fifty-eight, and one hundred and seven 
miles ; other portions at places varying from ninety- 
eight to one hundred and seven miles distant, then 
brought to the ship-yard to be reshaped. Some 
heavy part of the engines and most of the small fit- 
tings were subject to the same difficulties and de- 


lays. 


WE shall scarcely need to direct the attention of 
our Army readers, either of the staff or line, to the 
bill concerning staff promotions which we insert 
elsewhere. It proposes an entirely new adjustment 
in the relations of these two branches of our military 
service, and we think, on the whole, a wise one. The 
grades of colonel and lieutenant-colonel in the staff 
are, in the first place, opened again to promotion and 
new appointments,and with the exception of the Med- 








ical Department and the Bureau of Military Justice, 
@ portion of the vacancies in the staff corps and de- 
partments are opened to detail from officers who 


have served in the line not less than four years 
next, the continuance of the office of brigadier-gen 
eral in the various staff departments is limited to the 


present incumbency ; and finally the Secretary of 
War is authorized to detail achief of artillery, of cav- 
alry, and of infantry, charged with the duty of super- 





creation of these building-yards is a pressing neces- 


vising the arming, the equipment, the clothing, 
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feeding, etc., of their several arms of the service un- 


der the directien of the Inspector-General of the 
Army. 

These, in brief, are the salient features of the bill. 
Accompanying it is a report presented by Mr. Co- 
BURN, Chairman of the House Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, which gives abundant evidence of the 
labor and thought the Committee had devoted to 
the solution on behalf of the Army of this much 
vexed question of the staff. Accompanying the report 
is the testimony given last year by a great number 
of officers of both the staff and line, with reference 
to the preper settlement of this question. 








THE Senate on Thursday, the 13th, devoted sever- 
al hours to the discussion of the Naval appropria- 
tion bill, giving the main share of its attention to 
the subject of torpedoes, The debate on this point 
grew out of an amendment proposed by the com- 
mittee on appropriations to this effect : 


For the purcliase of the right to manufacture and use the best 
self-propelling torpedo-boats, capable of being guided and operated 
from a vessel, boat, or the shore, $150,000. 


Mr, STEVENSON strenuously opposed the amend- 
ment, contending that as the bill already appropri- 
ates over $100,000 for experiments with torpedoes, 
besides the $400,000 appropriated for Army torpe- 
does alone, it meant useless extravagance. Mr. 
CoLz and Mr. SpraGvue defended the amendment. 
Mr. CassERLY, who, though he disavowed any spe- 
cial or intimate knowledge of the torpedo question 
had yet evidently given it proper study, as some of 
his colleagues do not seem to have done, argued 
that it was inadvisable to expend so large a sum of 
money for a torpedo boat when it had not yet been 
demonstrated that that was the best mode of using 
the new instrument, and thought that the sum had 
better be spent in experiment than for a particular 
kind of torpedo, which latter was evidently the in- 
tent of the amendment. Finally, after much further 
discussion, the amendment, on motion of Mr, Cas- 
SERLY was amended so us to read as follows: 

For the purchase of the right to manufacture and use the best 
forpede eapablo of being guides and operated frost » velesl boat’ or 
tnd cheoe give ten. g guided and opera rom a vessel, boat, or 

The amendment as amended was passed. It leaves 
the choice between the two to the Navy Depart- 
ment. Whether Captain Ericsson will consent to 
allow the Department to decide on the relative 
merits of his and Mr. Lay’s torpedoes is perhaps a 
question, but that his torpedo will be tested in some 
way, either in the proposed competition with Mr. 
Lav’s, or by itself if the latter gentleman fails to 
agree on the terms of the contest, is a fact which 
we may be sure will be realized in the future. 
Meantime we hope that Congress will not appro- 
priate money in such a way that it may be used to 
pay for a torpedo which will not attain its objects. 








WHEN the rebel armies surrendered in the spring 
of 1865, large numbers of Union soldiers who had 
enlisted “ for three years or during the war” chose 
to consider the war over and returned to their 
homes without waiting for the little formality of a 
discharge. The charge of desertion was therefore 
as matter of course entered against them,on the 
rolls, and they have been unable to obtain their 
bounty and back pay. A resolution has been adopt- 
ed in the Indiana legislature directing the State 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to urge 
the passage of a law to restore to these delinquents 
their forfeited rights, the same as if they had been 
legally discharged, and to remove from the rolls the 
charge of desertion against them. Though we are 
aware that in many cases the strict enforcement of 
the regulations with reference to those eager patri- 
ots who chose to muster themselves out rather than 
wait for their formal discharge, does seem to do in- 
dividual injustice by punishing well-meaning men, 
yet we should hesitate to establish such a precedent 
a8 would be involved in the passage of the law asked 
for by the Indiana legisleture. Respect for authori- 
ty is not too common among us, and it might be 
well with reference to the possibilities of the future 
to let it be firmly established that it is absolutely 
required, at least of the soldier whether volunteer or 
regular, and its absence not even atoned for by pa- 
triotic fervor. 

THE act to abolish the franking privilege, ap- 
proved January 31, provides that from and after 


the ist July, 1873, “all official correspondence of 
whatever nature, and all other mailable matter 








sent from or addressed to any officer of the Govern- 
ment or person now authorized to frank such matter 
shall be chargeable with the same rates of postage 
as may be lawfully imposed upon like matter sent 
by or addressed to other persons.” 








Tu Naval Appropriation bill was under discussion 
by the Senate on the 13th, and for four or five days 
and the several amendments made bythe Senate Com- 
mittee involved lengthy discussion. The appropria- 
tion for surveying the Pacific was increased from 
$50,000 to $75,000. 

The amendment “for the purchase of and the 
right to manufacture and use the best self-propel- 
ling torpedo boats, capable of being guided and op- 
erated from a vessel, boat, or the shore,” at a cost of 
$150,000, led to a prolonged debate, participated in 
by Messrs. STSVENSON, CASSERLY, MACHEN and 
HAMILTON against it, and CoLz, STocKTON, FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN, ANTHONY, NYE and SpRaGvE for it. 
It was adopted with a slight modification by in- 
serting, “or the best self-propelling submerged 
torpedo.” 

Quite a discussion was called forth by an amend- 
ment offered by Mr. SrpraGvuz, in behalf of Mr. 


StTockToN, as follows: 


That the fact that the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Sur- 
gery may be placed onthe Retired List by operation of law, shall 
not be construed to require his retirement for that reason from said 
office before the expiration of his term. 


This proposition was stated as having the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Navy, who desired 
that it should prevail. 

The following amendment concerning retired of. 
ficers was adopted : 


Provided, That no officér on the retired list of the Navy shall be 
employed on active duty except in time of war: And provided, 
That those officers on the retired list, and those hereafter retired, 
who were, or may be, retired after forty years’ service, or on attain- 
ing the age of sixty-two years, in conformity with section 1 of the 
act of December, 1861, and its amendments, dated June 25, 1864, or 
those who were or may be retired from incapacity resulting from 
long and faithful service, from wounds or injuries received in the 
line of duty, from sickness or exposure therein, shall, after the 
passage of tnis act, be entitled to seventy-five per cent. of the pre- 
sent sea pay of the grade or rank which they held at the time of their 
retirement. And the rear-admirals provided for in the act of June 
5, 1872, shall be considered as having been retired as rear-admirals. 


A strong effort was made by Mr. Epmunps to 
strike out all except that part providing that re- 
tired officers should not be employed on active duty 
except in time of war. A long debate took place on 
this amendment. 

During this discussion the following letters were 
read to the Senate from Adiniral PorTER and Com- 
modore AMMEN, urging the passage of this amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. VickERs the following was pro- 
posed as an additional section to the bill, and 


adopted : 


Seo. —. That the act of Congress approved Dec. 21, 1861, enti- 
tled “ An act to further promote the efficiency of the Navy,” and 
the act approved June 25, 1864, entitled ‘‘ An act toamend the act 
of December 21, 1851, entitled ‘ An act to further promote the effi- 
ciency of the Navy,’ ” shall not be construed to retire any officer 
under sixty-two years of age. 


The acts referred to provide that an officer shall 
be retired at the age of sixty-two years, or when he 
has been borne on the Register forty-five years after 
he had arrived at the age of sixteen. 

An amendment to appropriate for “ hire for quar- 
ters for officers’ servants, Marine Corps,” was vote 
down ; also the several amendments introduced by 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, providing for store clerks, 
etc., at the Navy-yards. 

Mr. ALcoRN offered the following amendments : 
“ That officers of the Navy on shore duty where no 
Government quarters are provided for them shall 
receive their sea pay,” which was laid on the table. 

This amendment passed in committee of the whole 
“ That the second and third paragraphs of the 10th 
section of the Navy prize law approved June 30, 

1864, which relates to the shares of fleet captains, 
shall apply to officers serviiig in those positions 
from April, 1861, the commencement of the late war, 
and the shares shall be paid in the manner as pro- 
vided for division commanders in the second para- 
graph, was non-concurred in the Senate. 

The amendment was adopted making the term 
for acting midshipmen six years. 

The several amendments relating to store and 
time clerks in the yards, proposed by Mr, FrEeLina- 
HUYSEN, were rejected. 

The bill was passed by a vote of Yeas 39, 
Nays 3, absent 36, and goes back to the House for 
its action on the amendments. 








In the House of Representatives February 3, 1873, 





ing that the Secretary of the Treasury be au- 


Mr. PorTEr introduced a joint resolution provid- | snq 


: 


44 


thorized and directed tu refund and pay, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum paid as income-tax by any officer 
or soldier in the United States Army or Navy. It 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


THE Military Academy Appropriation bill passed the 
Senate on tho 18th ult. Tone amendments made by the 
Senate were, “ That the Professors of the U. 8. Military 
Academy whose service at the Academy exceeds ten 
years shall have the pay and allowances of colonel; and 
all other professcrs shall have the pay and. sllowances of 
per ay proms gop og of pt ao and 
science of gunnery, an practica inee shall 
have the pay cal dideeined of pas Fimigg And hereafter 
there shall be allowed and paid to the said professors ten 
per cent. of their current yearly pay for each and every - 
term of five years’ service in the Army and in the 
Acidemy.’ Also, ‘‘ And said professors are hereby 
placed upon the same footing as regards restrictions upon 
Bey and retirement from active service as officers of the 

rmy.” 


A BILL now before the Senate Military Committee 
provides “that the department of ordnance and science 
of gunnery, now established at the U. 8. Military 
Academy, be, and the same is hereby, authorized by 
law ; and that the instructor of ordnance and gunnery 
shall be an officer of the Ordnance Department, ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of War, who shall be placed 
upon the same footing as regards local rank, compensa- 
tion, quarters, and assistants as the professor of mathe- 
matics.” ° 


Mr. Buck.ey, January 27, introduced into the House 
a bill which was referred to the Military Committee, 
providing, “ That all officers of the Army who have been, 
or may hereafter be, retired by reason of disability aris- 
ing from wounds received in action shall be retired upon 
the highest rank held by them, whether in the regular 
or volunteer service, at the time when such wound was 
received, and shall be borne on the retired list accord- 
ingly; and that all acts, or parts of acts, inconsistent 
herewith be, and are hereby, repealed.” 


Tue Lieutenant-General, being an attractive bachelcr, 
is naturally made the subject of much idle gossip as to 
his real or supposed intentions in a matrimonial way. 
The latest rumor committing him to the prospective 
custody of a “ Miss Morgan of New York,” he has found 
it wecessary to deny emphatically, asserting in the first 
place that he knows no Miss Morgan of New York, and 
in the second place he is not engaged to anybody any- 
where. This last confession we consider scmewhat in- 
discreet, but as it has been made we feel bound to an- 
nounce it. 


Tue Grand Jury of Jacksonville, Oregon, have taken 
an unfair advantage of “Scarford Charley,” “ Hocker 
Josie,” “One-eyed Mose,” “Old Doctor Humphrey,” and 
others of Captain Jack’s band of Modocs, in indicting 
them for murder in the first degree. We wish well to 
the sheriff and his posse who propose to enforce the de- 
cree of the court. 


Tue following bills reported by Mr. Coburn, Chair- 
man of the Military Committee, have been passed by the 
House of Representatives. 
proprprovide for the inspection of distributions of appro- 

Toiations made by Army officers. 

To extend for one year—till February 1, 1874—the 
time for filing claims for additional bounty, under the 
act of July 28, 1866. 

To Peer for the printing, at the Government Print- 
ing o' 























ce, of one thousand copies of the descriptive ana- 
tomical catalogue of the Army medical museum. 

To provide for head-stones in the national military 
cemeteries.§ 

Mr. Coburn, of Indiana, also reported a bill declara- 
tory of the meaning ‘of the third section of the act of 
July 11, 1870, in regard to the time at which commis- 
sions issued to officers during the late war who were 

isoners of war, etc., shall take effect. 

This bill gave rise t» considerable discussion and op- 

ition, it being stated in the course of the debate that 
it would invalidate the Army record,and take twenty 
millions out of the Treasury. 

The honse refused to second the previousq uestion, and 
the bill was recommitted. 

Mr. Coburn also reported a bill to provide that no 
person shall be promoted in the Army who is ad- 
dicted to the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors or 


drugs. 

Mr. Farnsworth, of Illinois, moved to strike out the 
word “intemperate,” so that the act should apply to 
those who are addicted to the use of intoxicating li- 

uors. 
ee Farnsworth’s amendment was rejected, and the 
bill was ° 

Mr. Houghton, of Michigan, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills, which were passed : 

Authorizing the Superintendent of the Military Aca- 
demy to convene general courts-martial. 

To provide for the Military Academy band, and to fix 
the pay of its members. 

Amendatory of the act of 1872 in relation to bounties. 


—— aaa 
WEDNESDAY, February 19, pursuant to an invitation 
from the Board of Man General Hancock a 
visit to the New Jersey So ’ Home, at Newark. He 
was received by ex-Governor Ward and Major Wacken- 
shaw, Superintendent of the Home, ex-Governor re 
ex-Senator Vighte, Uolonel E. H. Wright and Oolone 
A. Napoleon Dougherty. A tour of the building was 
made by the party. Governor Ward made a few re-- 
marks laudatory of New Jersey, her patriotism and her 
generous care of the disabled herves, and General Han- 





cock made some remarks e ve of his gratification 
at seeing the disabled so comfortable 

happy. Refreshments followed, the General re- 
turned to New York latein theday. shi) icahiag 
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THE CLOSING DAYS ABOUT RICHMOND. 
BY AX OFF.CER OF THE COnPS. 


Vil. THE CAVALRY CORPS IN THE DEATH THROE OF THE 
REBELLION. 

Batored according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873, by W. C. 
& F. PY. Charoh, in the office of the Librarian of Congress, Wash- 
ington, D. ©.) 

At re the cavalry was soon marched away from 
Jetersville, taking the roads directly south towards 
Burke's station until a way was reached by which Sheri- 
dan might be able to throw his column upon the roads 
used by Lee on his march towards Lynchburg, making 
a little detour to the south to avoid interfering with the 
movements of the infantry marched towards Deatons- 
ville, a cross roads and small village on the enemy’s line 
of march, Crook’s division leading off, Merritt’s corps 

Devins’ and Custer’s divisions) were also brought around 
om the right of the infantry, according to the pro- 
me indicated in Sheridan's despatch of the day be- 

, and following Crook for a short distance soon di- 
verged on his right and sought at once to atrike Lee’s 
line of march. Although most officers of the cavalry 
believed that the main body of the rebel army had 

by this time left Amelia Court-louse, still if this was not 

@ case, while Meade’s army should fight them there, 
Sheridan would completely intercept their further re- 
treat, thus perhaps winding up the campaign. Lee, 
however, seemed to have partially anticipited these 
movements, and therefore hurried his army as fast as 

ible out of this new snare which further delay might 

ave brought upon him. Humphreys, with the Second 
corps soon reported to General Meade that the enemy 
was moving away from his front towards the left, 
Wheeling his army as soon as possible in that direction, 
Gen. Meade found his troops of the Second corps, in ocn- 
tact with, and closely pursuing the rear-guard of Lee’s 
army. This movement towards Amelia Court-house was 
therefore the occasion of considerable delay in further 
intercepting the retreat, causing a detour of several 
miles ia the march of some of the corps before they 
actually reached the enemy. Sheridan, meanwhile, had 
neither waited nor halted. The enemy’s wagons and 
troops were soon espied moving as anticipated. The 
Army of the Potomac had no occasion to fight at Amelia 
Court-house, and the policy now was to strike the rebels 
enywhere while on the utarch, destroy more of his 
trains, delay and harass him until he at Jast could be 








_—-— 


and with all its impedimenta stretched for miles along 
the country beset with a hopeful, enthusiastic, vigorous, 
and foe on its entire flank; every wagon 
threatened with capture or destruction ; every regimest 
watching for battle or escape. Sheridan himself was at 
this time on the south o' — Creek ~~ I 4 
strong rear-guard of the enemy with one cavalry ade 
under Colonel Stagg, who — ting rebel infantry of 
ten times his strength, charging desperately their breast- 
works and displaying every man many times in different 
places. By these admirable demonstrations he occupied 
ths enemy until the Sixth corps arrived, when the at- 
tack became more extended and successful; at the same 
time Humphreys, with the Secopd corps, met the enemy 
and advanced on the right of the Sixth corps. Mean- 
while Custer with his two remaining brigades had es- 
sayed to reach the main trains ing by his front, and 
charged the long thin line of infantry protecting them 
in vain attempts to pierce it and cut off all the troops 
now opposing the Army of the Potomac infantry. The 
rebels seemed to have been hurriedly posted in a line 
taking but little of the natural advantage which the 
locaiity afforded and protected by hastily constructed 
breastworks of earth and rails. A couple of picces of 
artillery were rolled into position and the enemy quietly 

awaited the result of Custer’s cavalry mancuvres on the 
open plain in their front. Their ammunition was pre- 
cious and was not wasted. 

Dismounting a few of his men to engage the enemy in 

the wooded portions of the field, Custer formod the re- 

mainder to charge again the rebel line in hisfront. The 
country was open end undulating, with. fine positions 

for artillery, quite favorable for cavalry operations, and 

altogether what a veteran would call a splendid battle- 
field. Custer’e two light Parrott guns relieved him of any 

annoyance from the rebel artillery, but the character of 

the country also gave either party the advantage of ob- 

serving the other’s manwuvres. 

About this time General Crook’s column appeared on 

the hills and filing off into dense woods seemed march- 

ing past the field further towards the enemy’s advance. 

But this was only a ruse. Concealed in the woods and 

guided partially by a “reliable contraband,” the course 

of the column was at once changed and just as Custer 

was prepared for his second. charge, Crook emerged into 

the held on his immediate left and directly in front of 

the enemy. Away now to the charge dashed Custer’s 

troopers : squadrons of “red cravats” bore down upon the 


cdémpletely intercepted. There was therefore no recon- | ensconced foe. But victory was not thus easy. Wait- 


noitring, but «an immediate attack wherever our troops 
could see the enemy. Merritt’s troops (Custer’s and De- 
vins’ divisions) struck the rebel columns at Deatonsville, 
and Crook a little further to the west on the Farmville 
and Lynohburg road, 

Custer and Devins found themselves ia open country, 
and their charges into the enemy’s train resulted in con- 
siderable destruction. They also succeeded in holding 
the enemy at Deatonsville until the appearaance of our 
infantry; wien Sheridan marched them around to the 
left and rear to strike the enemy again on Crook’s left. 
Crook meanwhile found himself seriously engaged with 
a large force of infantry. The country along the lane 
by which he advanced a the ecemy was densely wooded. 

here was but little opportunity to fight dismounted, 
and while our troopers pulled aside the branches as they 
. struggled through the woods to form their lines of bat- 
tle, a well developed force of infaniry met them with a 
destructive fire. With Smith’s brigade on the right and 
Gregg’s on the left our men stood tieir ground firm, but 
when it was evident that they had encountered the main 
body of one of L-e’s infantry corps, they were quietly 
withdrawn, and ordered to proceed again towards the 
lett of Merritt. Crook was now in Lis turnto march 
around Merritt’s rear, and to strike ‘he enemy again on 
Merritt’s left. Thus would Lee’s flank be coustantly as- 
sailed, and unless he halted his entire army the chances 
were most favorable that Sheridan would by these suc- 
cessive att cks in flank encounter some weak point and 
severe Lee’s columns while on the march. it was in this 
at'empt, at list so gloriously successful, that was fought 
the jamous baitle of Sailor’s Creek. 

Most jastly hes it beea the theme of fliming offici 
bulletins from the generals whese forces were there en- 
gaged. These, however, convey to the popular mind 
only very indefinit> ideas ; they tell of an attack with 
General so and so on the right, and such a corps on the 
leit; cfa grand success with the capture of so many 

isoners, guns, small arms and colors; of the good be- 

avior of all officers and soldicrs, andend with calling 
attention to the conduct of some particular officers who 
may have come under more immediate observation of 
their chiefs than some of their less fortuuate, bat equally 
deservins compeers. But it is for the artist who has 
Witnessed these battle scenes, when he paints them on 
the life-like canvas, ur the master mind who can group 
together all the facts of the contest, making a series of 
pen pictures of deeds of unemblazoned heroism, depict- 
ing in all their stern grandeur the fearful strite of war, 
telling with truthfulness and touching simplicity of 
those 


“Ten thousand glorious actions that might claim 
Triumphant hon ors or immortal fame,” 
to give to history the story of a baitle. Leaving then 
this sask in such hards Jam only now speaking of that 
which I saw, ef quorum pars fut. 
Im the course of the overlapping successive attacks by 
the divisions under Devins, Custer and Crook, by which 


which the enemy's trains and columns were moving, and 
quite in advance of the main body of Ewell’s corps which 
was apparently Lee's 


To their road therefore the rebels must halt 
and fight. General Jrd’s column about the same tim- 
advancing trom Burkesville struck Lee still further to 


the wes', and compelled him to halt there, while the 


a 





until the horsemen were almost near enough to leap over 
the slight breastworks, the quiet line of dingy greys 
suddenly sprang into life, planted their rebel flags al- 
most within the reach of the bold troopers, and with 
their peculiar faint cheer delivered into our ranks a most 
destructive volley. Suddles wire emptied; horses 
plunged in the struggles of death, and amid din and 
dust, conflict and confusion, vim and vator, the charge 
was over. The rebels remained in their old lines, and 
when the smoke and dust cleared from the field Custer 
was reforming his lines and preparing to renew the 
strife. 

Crook had already Weoome engaged and indeed had 
joined with two regimentafrom Davies’ brigade in this 
dashing but unsuccessful charge of Custer. Crook now 
dismounted Gregg’s brigade of his division and sent 
them through a thick wood on the left to strike again 
the enemy’s road. Gregg’s was comparatively speaking 
a large brigade, (though of not more than from 1,200 to 
1,500 men effective) composed entirely of Pennsylvania 
troops. They were reliable veterans; most of them 
armed with revolving carbines. Soon were heard old 
fashioned volleys of infantry musketry mingling with 
the sharp rings of the carbines. The strife now was in 
thick woods and at the very side of the coveted road ; 
and the rebels found bat a poor shelter in its adjoining 
rail fence. Nothing, however, oculd be seen, and as you 
listened to the mingling crash and din of small arms it 
seemed that the dismounted troopere could scarce com- 
pete with such formidable infantry. But our men had 
started for the wagon train and now [seeing it were de- 
termined upon its capture. Soon therefore an aid-de- 
eamp dashed back to General Crook with “General 
Gregg’s compliments, sir, and bis men are burning the 
enemy’s wagon train.” “Tell him to push on, destroy 
all he can, and charge those rebels in flank and rear,” 
briefly replied this quiet, thorough soldier as he pointed 
to the colors along the rebel line which had just repulsed 
the charge of Custer. Gregg’s mounted regiment in re- 
serve (Twenty-first Pennsylvania) eagerly rode out to 
obey the order. 

The afternoon was now wellnigh spent. Sheridan on 
the south of Sailor’s Creek had been heard from that he 
was driving the enemy before him. The guns of the 
Sixth corps had been booming louder and louder for the 
ast hour or two, and now they approached. Nearer and 
nearer they drew until there was not the slightest duubt 
of our complete success in that quarter of the field. The 
enemy was being pushed directly into the lines of the 
cavalry; aed he must not be allowed to escape. Every 
cavalry soldier heard these guns, knew wience they 
came, saw the rebels in front of him and could not fail 
to appreciate our advantages. Our men therefore sat in 
their saddles with the most complete reliance and con- 
fidence, awaiting their generel’s commands. 

Crook’s lines were formed on the left of Custer 
with Davies’ on the right mounted, and 
Gregg’s on the left mostly dismounted and samony 
the enemy’s burning traipn. There was no op- 
portunity this time to ransacx or pillage the burn'ng 
wa A their contents were scarcely noted. 
Smith’s brigade remained in reserve. Custer had only 
two brigades under Wells and Pennington; Colonel 
Stagg being retained by Sheridan to demonstrate in the 
enemy's rear as already mentioned. McKenzie’s troops 
were also in the same quarter of the field. Devin’s di- 
vision however, remained for a while as # reserve under 
Merritt both for Crook and Custer; but when it was 
seen be womld be needed by neither, he was sent still 
further around to the left that he might again there en- 
gree the enemy, or bis fugitives, 





These dispositions being completed it was nearly sun- 
set. The afternoon had been bright and clear, and while 
the cavalry were not able to ree the infantry, yet the 
latter could see much of the manmwuvres of the cavalry 
on the high ground over which part of the operations 
were conducted. The charges of Custer, although so far 
unsuccessful, were not without good results. They re- 
tained the serious attention of the enemy in his front 
while proving to Wright and Sheridan that they had 
again found the enemy. In this connection it is curious 
to note that in the official report of Sheridan he men- 
tions the fact of a soldier who had pierced the rebel lines 
in the first charge, miraculously escaped capture, pene- 
trated them to the other side, and there informed his 
general of the true condition of affairs beyond him. 

The sun was sinking in the west, scarce en hour of 
daylight yet remuinod. There had been skirmishing and 
Aghting, and aclose pursuit all day. But while it was 
@ success, aside from the ordinary destroyed baggage, 
stragglers and other debris of a defeated and retreating 
army, nothing special had been gained. The present 
opportunities must be grasped or night wouldé seize 
them, and the morrow would then be but a repetition of 
to-day. The enemy in front of us must be completely 
broken; he must be destroyed or captured, and as the 
«uns of the Sixth corps were now almost within range 
of those of tke cavalry, it seemed a natural in- 
stinot to anticipate the orders for another charge. Aids- 
de-camp flew along the cavalry front and quickly indi- 
cated to the different commanders the direction of their 
advance. Brigade officers dashed through their regi- 
ments, regiments gatbered up their squadrons; end soon 
curving up and down the undulations of the open fields, 
hidden here and there by pretty little clumps of ever- 
gteen, the lines of Union troopers slowly and quietly ed- 
vanced once more on the rebel line. Custer with his 
gay red and white headquarters pennant, and surrounded 
by a small staff, and orderlies bearing captured rebel 
colors, was on the right directing the movements of bis 
two brigades under Wells and Pennington; and Crook 
on the left with a few orderlies, and his color bearer 
carrying the plain blue flag of his division, moved among 
his troops under Smith and Davies. Gregg was assigned 
the work of still pressing, dismounted, his advantages al- 
ready gained. Thus four mounted brigades of cavalry, 

within sight of each other as well as the common foe, 

regularly and quietly walked towards him. It was grand 
and imposing; it was morally sublime, and I doubt not 
as exch man grasped more tightly his sabre, his arm was 
verved with the righteousness of the cause and a con- 
sciousness of duty; while many a strong heart beat 
within those soldiers’ bosoms as thoughts of mother, 
sister, sweetheart, wife, quickly rose and whispered of 
the prayers from the firesides at home. Yea, and who 
shall say that there were not in those brief moments 
silent offerings to him who giveth life and taketh it 
away again. 

The spring flowers emiling coyishly through the grass 
were literally trodden under the iron hoof of war; they 
carpeted the fields for Sheridan’s squadrons, but withal 
were passed unheeded. So began the churge. No won- 
der that when the hostile Jines approached, the very 
sight shook the rebel centre. One, two, then three, then 
little groups of men in gray were seen hurrying back 
from the light breastworks. This was enough. It was 
easy to see that now was the time. A bugle sounded, 
aud as bugle after bugle echoed “the charge” along 
that line of cavalry, there was one grand jump to con- 
flict. All was dust and confusion; horses and men fell 
dead across the rebel works. Every fire-arm might 
have been discharged, but on one side all was despera- 
tion, horror, and dismay, while on the other confidence, 
enthusiasm, and victory. The rebel line was gone, and 
squads, companies, and regiments were flying over the 
hills, Horsemen were among them, and turned them 
back with empty arms as prisoners. Others more quick- 
ly sought fer safety, by waving the white flag of surren- 
der. Troopers in blue rode fearlessly and cerelessly 
among a motley mob in grey, and received their uncer- 
emonious surrender. All was exvitement and irregu- 
larity ; scarce an organized squadron eould be seen. 
Meanwhile the guns of Wright’s corps sent their mis- 
siles ofgdestruction among both parties, and a heavy 
skirmish line appeared ever the brow of the hill, inter- 
cepting the flying foe. A group of fugitive Lorseuen 
ahead of us suddenly halted, and then turned in another 
direction; then they hesitated again. Infantry on one 
side of them, cavalry on the others! Might they not 
pass between them? But it was too late. Their sur- 
render was demanded, and Lieutenant-General Ewell, 
in command of Lee’s most reliable corps, now the rear- 
guard of his army, with his staif became prisoners of 
war. Their captors turned them toward our lines, and 
soon this plain groupin dingy gray, some of whose 
horses bore two riders, all pocrly mounted and capari 

soned, the leaders of a fallen foe, defeated, captured, 
with a disappointed, sad, and sullen sensation whicha 
prisoner orly can appreciate, were marched to the Union 
rear. 

They had not all eseaped the vandalism of the battle- 
field. Some of the party had been obliged to surrender 
their valuables t>» some unauthorized and venturesome 
““ Yankee,” and the vehemence of the contest, not yet en- 
tirely over, led the captives to make repeated solicita- 
tious of these they met with for safe and honorable 
treatment. Seeing a Union officer at his side, one of the 
staff remarked: ‘*This officer is a gentleman, sir; I 
know he ir. Lappesl to you, sir, for protection. My 
watch has been stolen.” “ That isto be regretted, sir; 
if it can be found, it shall be restored and the thief pun- 
ished.” Rider number two on some of the horses, be- 
ing rather inconveniently seated between the saddle and 
the animal’s tail, occasionally ventured an expression 
indicative of the unpleasant means of that species of lo- 
comotion; but with these exceptions, the party had lit- 
tle to say until General Custer and stuff were encoun- 
tered. Ewell expressed his satisfaction et having fallen 
into such hands, and begged that Geners] Custer would 
cease hostilities there at once, that all Ewell’s men 





would immediately surrender, especially if he could 
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send an officer mong them and so order them, for which 


with a wife and two little ones; my house is modestly 


Will not the JoURWAL use {te inflnence to bring this 


he requested permission. Pointing to a part of the field | furnished, and I am the fortunate possessor of some 500 | matter before the Department? It may seem only s 
where there was evidently a considerable force of the | or 600 books; they are books that I value or I should not | small matter to “ the powers that be,” but to a soldier 


enemy yet assembled, with no medns of escape, General 
Ewell entreated that they should be fought with no 
longer. They were his men, and he felt confident they 
would surrender. While it was hardly likely that this 
request was aruse to gain time for other manwuvres, 
this was possible, and Custer, being a subordinate, was 
unauthorized to stop the fight. The matter was soon 
put at rest, however, by Wright's infantry closing in 
upon all the men in question, and receiving their com- 
plete surrender. 

The sun hai by this time gone down; its lingering, 
sweeping rays had nut seen the final conflict. The fields 
which all the afternoon had listened to the patter of 
small arms, and the sharp ring of rifled cannon, were 
now strewn with the thousend fresh evidences of a re- 
cent battle; while the booming of distant guns from 
other parts of the army tolled the knell of the fallen, 
and fitly harmonized with the dusky gloom of evening 
as it spread its mantle o’er the scene. Here were the 
fields where all the afternoon Union squadrons formed 
and reformed for the charge; on these were now being 
gathered thousands and thousands of rebel prisoners; a 
little further off were light breastworks broken down 
here and there to show where squadrons entered ; along 
these were soattered bleeding horses, wrecked artillery, 

hastly human corses; further on smuking ruins of burn- 
ng baggage wagons—while for acres the ground was 
strewn with side-arms, muskets, and other tokens of de- 
feat. There were hurrying stragglers, too, of either 
army; Union soldiers lost in the charge and rebels seek- 
ing present safety. But Crook was still pursuing; over 
hill and dale his squadrons pressed and fought the fly- 
ing enemy, while Custer gathered up his little band, 
and darkness only ended that day’s victory. 

(To be continued.) 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy AND Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 








ARMY PAYMENTS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Having seen inthe JOURNAL a proposition to 
pay weekly or at the end of the soldier’s term of enlist- 
ment, signed “ ort H,” I venture to raise an objection 
in behalf of my comrades and myself to this preposter- 
ous idea. Having served in both the English and Prus- 
sian armies I think that I ought to form a notion of how 
such payments work. As for stopping desertions I refer 
him to Earl Derby’s reply to the Queen’s speech, to prove 
that weekly payments in England are not a preventa- 
tive of desertion. I think our Commander-in-Chief or 
the Secretary of War, would inform him that weekly 
payments in the American Army could never answer. 


Suppose he joins the Fifth Cavalry and goes on a scout- 
ing expedition, which lasts two months or six, how is he 
to be paid weekly > Payments every five years aro equal- 
ly impossible. A soldier wants some little necessaries 


which even the, Quartermaster’s or Commissary Depart: 
ments,with all their well-known powers of despatch would 
fail to supply, and as for the carnival of drunkenness, as 


he grandly terms it, I ber to inform him that in the 
battery to which I belong, three men were the only cul- 
prits guilty of intoxication out of ninety-five men last 
pay day, and on that day there was nothing to be seen, 


(exeepting the cases before named) in or about the fort 
contrary to military discipline. As for our captain tol- 


erating drunken men on account of pay-day, or absent 
from rollcall, I beg to state that Fort H. would feel disa- 
greeably surprised if he happened to hold a carnival of 
his own within sight or hearing of him. 


Licgnt Batrery A, Fort McHenry. 


STUDY IN THE ARMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 


Sir: Your several correspondents who have called at- 
tention recently to the intellectual stagnation of those 
Army officers stationed upon the frontier, have taken 
upon themselves the easier task of criticising rather than 
that of suggesting the remedy. ‘To suggest the means 
of increasing the efficiency, of raising the standard, is a 
task that can scarcely be trusted to one individual ; but, 
if the thinking officers of the Army who desire to see the 
morale very much elevated, could each be permitted to 
suggest those means which occur to him, perhaps some 
few hints might be drawn from them, which, if acted 
upon, might have some considerable effect in drawing 
the attention of officers to the necessity of more thought- 
fulness, and more study of those things which will 
tend to promote their efficiency. 

Now, Mr. Editor, it has been my very great privilege 
during the year which is past, to visit a considerable 
number of those military posts which are farthest from 
Civilization, and the views I preseu.t are arrived at after 
a careful consideration of the condition of affairs, which 
I observed at these stations. 

How shall we turn the attention of officers to study ? 
Encourage them to accumulate books. Give them extra | 
transportation for books; and iet the War Department 
encourage the accumulation of those works which bear 
upon military science by furnishing every military post 
with the classical text books, just as the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral furnishes every medical officer in the service with 


the stavdard text-books of his profession. A subaltern, | and file of the Army, especially those who are 


have purchased them, and many of them are scientific 
works. Now when that order comes for your humble 
servant to join his company which may come any day, 
the first thought will be where shall I store my books, or 
shall I sell them? for I well know from experience that 
“the absolutely necessary ” portion will fill out my al- 
lowance of transportation long, long before I come to 
them. 

There is one more argument on the book question, and 
it is this: I urge that the War Department should assist 
us in .obtaining access to military works, because a 
glance at Van Frosteand’s price list will convince you 
that few officers can afford any considerable accumula- 
tion of these works on account of the very high price 
charged for them. 

But above all encourage study by permitting us to 
have books. I venture to say that at all the military 
posts I have visited on the frontier, I bave not found one 
officer, excepting, of course, the staff officers, who had 
with them, including even novels, over twenty books, 
and I might easily reduce that number to ten without 
making many exceptions. 

Now the immediate remedy. Ask General Sherman, 
or, if he has not authority, the Secretary of War, to issue 
instructions that the allowance of officers, baggage shall 
be the same 98 now provided by orders; but, that an 
officer in time of peace shall have transportation for all 
the books he shall desire, and he may even provide that 
the books shall be accessible to every officer at the post 
where tho owner shall be on duty. ‘And let the honora- 
ble Secretary of War in his next report ask of Congress, 
and urge upon it an appropriation for the purchase of 
such works, bearing upon the science and art of war, as 
may be necessary’for the instruction of officers of the 
Army. 

Outside the staff the artillery is the only branch where 
there is any incentive to accumulate literary matter. Do, 
General commanding, encourage by orders, if it is thought 
best, the acquisition or the retention of literary tastes, 
by giving us these little incentives to seek entertainment 
and amusement in that which will make us more efficient 
officers, and perhaps better men, than the sutler’s private 
room or the billiard table will afford. 

Yours of the 
¥ORTY-NINTH Foor. 
January 20, 1873. 


WARD MASTERS, COOKS, AND NURSES. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Six: Would it not be well, for the more efficient ad- 
ministration of the medical department of the Army, 
that an act be passed for the enlistment of ward masters, 
cooks, and nurses specially for that department, and that 
they be classed in the same manner as in the engineers 
or ordnance ? 

Intelligence and sobriety should be the qualifications 
required of those whe apply for enlistment under the 
proposed system. Under the present plan it is hard to 
find men suitable for the responsible position of an 
hospital attendant, Should good men be found (which 
is not always the case), company commanders generally 
object (and, I think, with good reason) to having their 
best: men detailed away from taeir companies. 

There are many inducements to offer in the enlistment 
of suitable men for attendants. They have a good 
chance to study medicine, both practically and theo- 
retically, and become familiar with the duties of steward, 
which position should be open to those of them who 
have stood the “test,” and have been found to be intelli- 
gent, sober, and honorable. 

Should such an act ever become a law, I would suggest 
also that those serving as attendants at the time, and 
found qualified, be transferred to the medical depart- 
ment. : 

This proposed change is sadly needed for the proper 
care of the sick soldier. At this post alone three or 
four changes have been made in the attendants the past 
six months. Will not some of our medical officers set 
the ball in motion ? ATTENDANT. 
Fort Apams, R. I., February 17, 1873. 











COMMISSARY STORES REQUIRED. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sin: In your issue of February 1, in 8 criticism of 
General Hazen’s,: “The School and the Army,” the 
author, in speaking of General Hazen’s allegation that 
there has been “a deliberate intention on the part of the 
Subsistence Department not to exedute the law” re- 
quiring it “to furnish to the troops the articles” for- 
merly sold by the sutler, says: “Men’s intentions are 
hard to deal with. Fair play in discussion deals gener- 
ally with facts—not with motives, or intentions;” and 
then makes the astounding statement that the list of 
articles (which are determined, he says, by the Inspector- 
General’s Department) “certainly appears to be full 
enough to satisfy the most exacting !”’- 

Had “ Texas” been guided by his own rule and ad- 


Brushes, blacking, towels, wax, heliball, rotten stone or 
tripoli, und chamois skin a soldier must have, yet not 


“ full enough to satisfy the most exacting!” The rank 


one of these has been furnished. The only stores that pave. Sn tageies 


-M. 
have been added to the list being articles of food for the Jones, Albert 
use of officers,and yet “Texas” says this has been | Merritt, J. P. 


ar pie but thirtee: dollars per month it is a matter 
of considerable (financial) importance. RIPLeyY. 








Surcron I. 0. McKze, at present stationed at Fort 
Wadsworth, writes to the New York Herald to correct 
an outrageous slander upon the officers «nd mon of the 
Army engaged under General Canby in the Navajo war 
of the winter of 1860-'61, contained in a letter to that 
paper recently published. The Herald's cor + 
averred that “in some cases poisoned sugar and bacon 
were left in camps as if forgotten or dropped on the road 
for the starving Tndia.se, Bo that, to this day, some of 
the Navajoes have such a horror of bacon that they can- 
not be induced to touch it.” To this Surgeon McKee 
replies, in behalf of the slandered soldiers, that he 
“served with the troops in the field all winter, from the 
commencement of hostilities in the fall to their end in 
the spring, when a peace was concluded, and knows 
positively that such an unmilitary, fiendish, and savage 
mode of warfare was not used, suggested or even 
thought of by General Canby, the officers or men en- 
gaged under him. The war was carried on in as hu- 
mane, just, and civilized a manner as war could be, 
Many women and children were captured, but while in 
captivity were fed, sheltered, and returned to the tribe 
when peace was made, Of course herds, orchards, and 
crops were destroyed,as a military necessity. From 
nearly a two years’ service at Fort Defiunce and adjoin- 
ing country 1 am inclined to think that if these Indians 
have a horror (?) of bacon or anything else in the way of 
food, it has come to them very iately, and that if it ever 
did or does exist, it arose from their having picked u 
and eaten some musty or decayed bacon, condemned Bs 
thrown away as unfit for issue to the trocps (a not un- 
frequent occurrence in that distant country)—in all 

robability this made them sick. These Indians are the 
Sask and most thorough of scavengers, slways hanging 
around the butchers’ stalls and struggling fiercely over 
the divisicn of the refuse after cattle are Killed.” 








Tue mang officers who were assigued from the super- 
numerary list to cavalry and wre | regiments in 
1869, are making an effort to get a bill passed giving 
them relative rank according to the dates of their com- 
missions, they having been put at the foot of the list of. 
officers of their respective grades. Officers transferred 
to infantry regiments at the same time got their 
relative rank, but the Adjutant-General decided that all 
the cavalry and artillery assignments should be ex- 
ceptions to the rule which determines an officer’s place 
in his grade by the date of his commission. “The matter 
has been brought to the attention of the Senate Military 
Committee. 


GENERAL TROCHU has suddenly asked to be struck off 
the active list, with the intention of de‘initively quitting 
the ranks of the army. The General is only fifty-seven 
years of age, and even if much older would not baye 
been obliged to retire on half pay, having commanded 
anarmy. ‘General Trochu,” says the London Army 
and Navy Gazette, ‘has often been blamed for a certain 
want of vigor in the defence of Paris, but few persons 
are aware of the troublesome elements he had to deal 
with, and what a blow his hopes received when, at the 
commencement of the siege, he asked for 45,000 volun- 
teers from the National Guard to form war battalions, 
and only 8,000 presented themselves. This delayed 
matters for a couple of months, and the war battalions 
were only ready to march when Paris was hermetically 
enclosed. There were ulso other matters which interfered 
with a vigorous defence—a strong radical: force 
to fighting the Prussians, ete. The pension of 
Trochu has been fixed at 9,000 francs 2 year, accordin 
to article 2 of the law of June, 1856. This is a 
sum for a General who has seen bard service in Africa, 
the Crimes, Italy, and France; who was wounded before 
Sebastopo!, and who conducted the defence of Paris, if 
without eufficient vigor, skilfully, if one looks at the 
materials he had to deal with, and his incessant political 
difficulties. He might have been a marshal, but he re- 
fusod the bdton. He also refused his salary as Governor 
of Paris, and he retires into private life a poor man, 
respected by foreiguers as an upright soldier and clever 
military writer.” 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN on the 4th instant poceeted 
the following amendments to the House Naval Appro- 
priation Bill: Boston yard, store clerk one thousand 
tive hundred dollars; clerk of acconnts and bills one 
thousand five hundred dollars; also the same at Brcok- 
lyn, Philadelphia, and Pensacela, and a store clerk at 
ashington, $1,500. 

















LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 
Tax following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the date given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are seat te 


hered to “ facts,” he surely would never have written | the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 





that sentence, for since the passage of the act to which Fepavary 7. 

General Hazen refers, not ~~ article that an enlisted | Bissell, E. B., Captain. Hilt, Eiger P., Colonel, 
man (and the act was certainly for their relief) requires | B , Andrew, Captain. enney, John, Captain. 
has been added to the commissary stores for sale or issue. anaes Glee Hey, Gan iso, Cope. 


Myer, L. F., Colonel. 
eee L., Colonel. 


G., Captain. . 
Colonel. Smith, 
Townsend, E, L., General. 
Fesrvary 14, 


J.P, 


for any considerable number of books under the small | for everything, will hardly agree with him; on the con- | Dunham, 


v. 
Cc ming, J. ¥., Major. Colonel. 
and for that matter a captain too, will find little room | in the Territories, where post traders charge high prices Doyle, J. B., Captain, | ni ident Com. 
7 ” Otis, B. ia et: 9e 


allowance for transportation which is now the rule, and| trary, they think, with the gallant author of “The 
that the more if he is a married man with perhaps one | School and the Army,” that the Commi 


issary Department ; . 
If as- ani | has shown “g deliberate intention not to execute the| fy Vere Malone Rens ; 


Wnstration; Iam » first lieutenant, on duty ip a city, | lew,” 


or two children, Pardon me for using m 





Fespvary 18. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Suventy-winte Inrantry.—This command assembled in 
fatigue uniform at the State Arsenal on Wednesday evening 
for instruction and drill. Sergeant Henry Palmer, and 
Corporals Charles Yischer and James Hanna, of Company 
C, have been reduced tothe ranks at their own request. 
Corporal Michael Campbell has been elected and confirmed 
sergeant, vice Palmer reduced to the ranks; Thomas H. 
Dogherty corporal, vice Campbell, promoted; Archibald 
Trimble, corporal, vice Fischer, reduced to the ranks; 
William Sprott, corporal, vice Hanna, reduced to the ranks— 
all of Company C; George B. Palmer, first sergeant, vice 

’ Cummisky, reduced to the ranks; Thomas Nixon, sergeant, 
vice Conneil, reduced to the ranks; James C. Malcolm, cor- 
poral, vice George W. Vanderbeck, promoted; Robert G. 
Petrie, corporal, vice Williams, reduced to the ranks—all of 
Company F. Sergeant James Kobertson, of Company G, 
has been appointed armorer, vice Shearer. 





First Bricaps, First Division.—Brevet Major-General 
Wm. H. Morris, I. G. 8. N. Y., commenced an inspection 
of the several regimental and company books and records, 
arms, and armories in this brigade, beginning with the 
Seventy-first Infantry on Thursday evening last, and to be 
followed by the Seventy-ninth on Monday, the Sixty-ninth 
on Tuesday, the Twenty-second on Wednesday, the Twelfth 
on Thursday, and the First battalion of Cavalry on Friday. 


Seventy-rinst Ixrantry.--This regiment, Colonel Vose, 
was directed to assemble at the State Arsenal on Thursdvy 
evening last in full-dress uniform for inspection and review 
by Inspector-General Wm. H. Morris. The colonel com- 
manding, in orders, announces with sincere regret the resig 
nation of Adjutant Geo. A. J. Norman, he having retained 
the position for the past year by ur gent solicitation and at 
serious inconvenience, and retires, after thirteen years of 
faithful service, through urgent business engagements. In 
him the regiment loses a most valuable and effivient officer. 
Sergeant Edwin R. Choate has been appointed sergeant- 
standard-bearer, vice Hess, discharged. The regiment will 
celebrate the birth of Washington by a reception to be given 
at the regimental armory this (Saturday) evening. 


Sixtra Inrantry.—This regiment, Colonel Sterry, is or- 
dered to assemble at the regimental ar.oory, 130, 132, and 
134 East Fifteenth street, between Third avenue and Irving 
place, in full uniform, for battalion drill, as follows . Com- 
panies B, C, H, and E, February 25; Companies A, D, F, 
I, and K, February 26. The non ioned officers of 
the regiment will assemble at the regimental armory, in fa- 
tigue uniform, March 4, for instruction and drill, and the 
commissioned officers and non-commissioned staff officers, in 
fatigue uniform, March 6, for ‘theoretical and practical in- 
struction. Roll call on each of the above named evenings at 8 
o’clock. Lieut. David Seckles, Company F, has been detailed 
to the command of Company K. Major Henry Fischer, 
having resigned, has been honorably discharged by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, by reason of expiration of term of service. 
“In his retirement,” says General Orders, “he takes with 
him the assurance of sincere thanks of the colonel com- 
manding for his prompt attendance upon all the duties to 
which he has been assigned during his connection with the 
regiment, the record showing that he has never been absent 
from either parade or meeting except when on leave of 
absence.’’ 


Twentr-tainp Inrantry.—The second of the series of 
social concerts to be given by this command, which took 
place at Burnham’s Academy, Brooklyn, on Saturday even- 
ing last, proved one of the most successful, in point cf num- 
bers, thus far given by the regiment. These concerts prove 
conclusively that the better class of the people of Brooklyn 
appreciate good music, and a pleasant dance at moderate 
cost; moreover, a high price of admission is not always a 
guarantee of selectness. Conterno always offers some of the 
choicest of selections on these pleasant occasions, and their 
rendition would be hard to excel. The concert was fellowed 
by a dance, the floor being crowded to excess until the ter- 
mination of the festivities. Dancing, on the part of the la- 
dies, in full street dress, however, in a badly ventilated 
room, is not conducive to health, and we would suggest that 
similar arrangements be made for relieving ladies of their 
surplus outer garments as are now provided for the gentle- 
men. By this means, and better attention to the ventila- 
tion of the room, these exceedingly pleasant gatherings may 
be made less dangerous to the daughters and mothers of 
Brooklyn, and still more enjoyable. A word to the wise, we 
presume, is all suffcient, particularly when the concert com- 
mittee has so efficient a chairman as Major Partridge. The 
new regimental armory is. rapidly approaching completion, 
the building now being nearly enclosed and ready for the 
internal fixtures, etc. 
thoroughly awakened the citizens of Brooklyn to the real ne- 
cessities of the; National Guard regiments of the city. It 
has even been suggested that the Twenty-third’s new armory 
be altered and enlarged so as to accommodate more than 
one regiment. At this time such suggestions are far too im- 
practicable to be of any benefit, and the only plan that 
presents itself at present is the purchase and reconstruction 
of the Brooklyn Rink, which adjoins the new armory of the 
Twenty-third. This building, doubtless, could be purchased 
at not very great cost to the county, as its owners have never 





Since this armory was started it has | PFO° 


found it paying stock, and at comparative small expense 
could be converted into an excellent atmory. The supervi- 
sors of the county are bound to provide better accommoda- 
tions for the regiments of the western district of Brooklyn, 
a matter now too long delayed; but it will not do at this 
time to encroach on the Twenty-third because it happened 
to secure money enough through special legislation and hard 
work for building a house for itself. 


Tairty-seconp Inrantry.—On Wedncsday evening of 
last week the books, records, etc., of this command were 
inspected by General Wm. H. Morris. He was accompanied 
by Colonel Blanchard, Brigadier-General Thos. 8. Dakin, 
and Colonel Henry Heath, assistant adjutant-general, of Gen- 
eral Woodward’s staff. General Morris complimented Colo- 
nel Roebr very highly upon the excellent condition of the 
books, etc., at regimental headquarters, everything be- 
ing in perfect order, and written up to date. Brevet Major 
Fred. J. Karcher, the adjutant, deserves mention for the 
promptness with which he discharges every duty devolving 
upon him; but Colonel Edw. Roehr is entitled to special 
praise from the fact that he is regularly in attendance on 
headquarters night, assists the adjutant and quartermaster, 
and in fact performs more clerical duties than any one in 
the regiment, and considerably more than the generality of 
commanding officers of regiments in the National Guard. 
Colonel Roehr is a thorough disciplinarian and an abie in- 
structor, and would have long since been rewarded by the 
regiment testimonially, but the colonel very properly thinks 
duty, like virtue, has its own raward. Adjutant Karcher, at 
one time major of the regiment, intended to resign, but has 
promised Colonel Roehr that he will remain with him. An 
election will be held shortly to fill the position of major 
now vacant, and Adjutant Karcher is again spoken of as the 
** coming man.” 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL ToOWNSEND’S Report For 1872.—We 
have received a copy of the report of Adjutant-General 
Townsend for 1872. In it he calls attention to the excel- 
lence of the National Guard in drill, discipline, and general 
efficiency, and asserts ‘‘ that never before in its history has 
it stood higherin reputation, or enjoyed in a greater de- 
gree the good will of the people.” The economy of an or- 
ganization which taxes the State out of the general fund 
but $10 a head yearly for each able bodied soldier of its 
force of 20,000 men, is alluded to; and this is shown to be 
due to the fact that the members contribute largely of their 
own means, as well as give their time and services gratu- 
itously. ‘“ And in this connection,” says General Townsend, 
**{ would remark that I cannot see how the propriety of 
exempting them from taxation toa moderate amount, and 
also from jury duty, can be questioned, for surely it is 
small compensation for the services they render. The una- 
nimity with which the Legislature and its committees acted 
upon these matters thus presented to them leads me to be- 
lieve that, ifthe National Guard will always do justice to 
itself, there will be no difficulty in keeping up the organi- 
zation on its present basis, and obtaining from the general 
fand of the State $200,000 annually to aid in its support. 
The only question in my mind is, whether the sum appro- 
priated by the State should not be increased, and I must 
confess that my experience leads me to believe that it should 
be, to the extent of $25,000 at least.” 

The aggregate force of the National Guard is still in ex- 
cess of the maximum provided for by the Code, and the 
necessary reduction can, General Townsends thinks, be made 
without detriment to the service, and would have been be- 
fore this but for the difficulties attending it, which require 
time to overcome. During this year the following changes 
have been made in the organization: One regiment and 
three battalions of infantry have been disbanded ; one regi- 
ment of cavalry has been reduced to a battalion, and one 
battalion of cavalry has been reduced to three separate 
troops; two battalions of artillery have been reduced to 
one battery each, and one regiment of infantry has been 
divided and reformed into two battalions. At present the 
National Guard consists of eight divisions, twenty-five bri- 
gades ; one regiment, one battalion, and nine separate troops 
of cavalry ; twelve batteries of artillery ; thirty-seven regi- 
ments and six battalions of infantry ; and the grand aggre- 
gate of the force is 23,672 officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates. 

On the subjects of breech-loaders and target practice, Gen- 
eral Townsend says : 

The fulfilment of the contract with Messrs. E. Reming- 
ton & Sons for 15,000 of their breech-loading rifles, of 
which I spoke in my last annual report, having been com- 
pleted on their part, most of the infantry organizations of 
the National Guard have been armed with that weapon in 
place of the muszile-loaders ; and it is only in those few regi- 
ments which have not yet furnished the required security 
for the new arms that the change has not been made. 

The Legislature having, at its last session, made an appro- 
priation of $25,000 to aid the National Rifle Association in 
uring and fitting up a rifle I had hoped that a 
complete system of target practice would be initiated dur- 
ing the year, but owing to the time that was necessarily 

en in selecting the grounds and fitting up the same, and 
also in changing the arms from muzzie-loaders to breech- 
loaders, I have been disappointed. An excellent site, com- 
some sixty acres of land, has been obtained on Long 

at a point some thirteen miles from the city of New 

York, and accessible by railroads, and the rifle-range will be 
in order for use at an early day in the coming season. The law 


making the contained pro- 
visions for State to be offered annually by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, for the reasons already stated it was 





not deemed expedient to offer those prises this year. To se- 


cure ) aad instruction in target practice a num ber of copies 


of ‘‘ Wingate’s Manual for Rifle Practice’’ have been pro- 
cured for distribution among the infantry organizations of 
the National Guard. The way having been thus prepared, 
there is no reason why the National Guard should not excel 
in target practice ere long; but these preliminary arrange- 
ments were made at so late a moment that nothing further 
could be accomplished during the year, and, therefore, I 
have been obliged to leave much to be done in connection 
therewith hereafter. My appreciation of the importance of 
target practice is such that I regret exceedingly that this 
delay has occurred ; but the advantages of that practice are 
so obvious that I feel assured that it will no longer be neg 

lected now that the greatest difficulties have been overcome. 


Of the State Military Code General Townsend says: 


The Military Code, re-enac.ed in 1870, has proved 
entirely satisfactory tor -.the government of the 
National Guard, and it is a matter of congratulation 
that such is the fact ; for frequent modifications of the law 
cause much trouble. By reason of some changes made in the 
re-enactment of the code the present general regulations 
need revision, and I have deferred making such revision only 
becauge I deemed it important to await the revision of the 
Army Rec™!...i+.s which has not yet been completed. 


In cone.uciou the Adjutant-General says : 

In closing this, my final report, it would be doing great 
injustice to my own feelings were I not to speak in unquali- 
fied terms of praise of the National Guard as a whole, for it 
is indeed an organization of which the State may well feel 
proud. Whatever success has been attained during my ad- 
ministration of its affairs may be fairly attributed to the 
active zeal and co-operation of ita officers and the good will 
of all its members. Ia parting from them I do so with much 
regret, but with the greatest confidence that their interest 
and exertions will not abate, and that therefore the 
present high standing of the National Guard will be main- 
tained. 

In the discharge of my official duties it has been my good 
fortune to have been encouraged and sustained by a Com- 
mander-in-Chief who has always taken an active interest to 
promote the welfare of the National Guard, and I have been 
so much aided by Colonel John B. Stonehouse, assistant 
adjutant-general ; Major Alfred H. Taylor, chief clerk, and 
the other employees in this office, that it gives me pleasure 
to acknowledge my obligations to them for their zeal, fideli- 
ty, and diligence. 

THe “Wesster Guarp.”’—Among the conepicuously 
well deilled cumpanies of the National Guard that sought 
and acquired just fame in competitive drill, without after- 
wards becoming demoralized, was Company E, Twelfth In- 
fantry, of New York State, otherwise kao.n as the ‘* Web- 
ster Guard.’’ It will be remembered that during the furore 
regardizg competitive champion drills,this comm and publicly 
entered into contest with Company [, Ninth Infantry, Mas- 
sachusetts, known as the ‘‘Montgomery Guard,’’ for a flag 
bearing the much abused word *‘champion.’’ This contest, 
which took place on Tompkins Square, New York, in the 
spring of 1868, was one of the most exciting that perhaps 
ever took place, and so great was the parcisan feeling of 
the friends of both companies that the competition almost 
ended in an open rupture, when the referee, Major Egan, 
U. 8S. Army, an entirely unprejudiced officer in the matter, 
decided in favor of the ‘‘ Webster. Guard.’ Simce that 
time the “ Webster Guard” has given up all such compe- 
titions, giving only perhaps once a season an exhibition 
drill. The company isin good condition, and its commander, 
Brevet Colonel Sprague, an experienced officer and compe- 
tent instructor. This company again proposes giving an ex- 
hibition drill, combined with a concert, on the evening of 
March 5, at the State Arsenal. This will be the third ex- 
hibition of the kind given by this company since the memo- 
riable competitive drill in Tompkins Square in 1868. The 
good reputation which the company has since sustained 
would seem to show that drills of this kind are not always 
demoralizing to the participating commands. The musical 
part of the programme on the 5th will be furnished by Con- 
ner’s band of Brooklyn. The company will vary the enter- 
tainment by the following drills. Manual of arms; loading 
and firing (National Guard rifle) ; the ‘tap drill;’? the 
“silent drill’? in the manual; street firing and skirmish 
drill; company movements. Tickets are selling rapidly, 
and are to be had of the officers of the regiment and mem- 
bers of the company. 


Aruory Prosects.—The Brooklyn Board of Supervisors, 
finding that the several National Guard regiments of the 
western district of the city (who had tired of making applica- 
tion to that body for proper drilling quarters), had at last 
applied to the Legislature for better armory accommodations, 
have finally awaked to the necessities of the case, after one 
regiment had secured through special legislation the passage 
of anact providing for the building of an armory at the 
county expense. The Thirteenth, the oldest and largest or- 
ganization in Brooklyn, following the example of the Twenty- 
third—which regiment, by the way, was formed from the 
ranks of the Thirteenth—is urging a bill before the Legisla- 
ture for a $175,000 armory, and which bill, atlatest report,had 
reached a third reading of the Assembly. The Supervisors 
now want to defeat this bill, if possible, and also will try and 
repeal the $10,000 Greenpoint armory proj.ct of the Forty- 
seventh regiment, passed at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture. The Supervisors now suggest that the Forty-seventh’s 
present armory be made to accommodate its increased strength 
(thearmory was built to accommodate eight instead of ten com- 
panies), by extensivn, and that the three western district or- 
ganizations of Brooklyn, un) rovided with proper armories, 
comprising the Thirteen.h and Fourteenth regiments 
and Fifteenth battalion, be located in one building, said 
building to be erected at county expense, and to be ample in 
its accommodations for the purposes of the military. The 





Board also suggested even that the present armory building 
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for the Twenty-third be increased so as to accommodate one 
or more other regiments. Come what may, it now looks as if 
the Brooklyn regiments were to be finally given proper ar- 
mories, and the plan of massing several regimental organiza- 
tions in one large building, built expressly for the purpdse, 
which has time and time been put forward in these columns, 
we trust ere long will be consummated in every city where 
a large force of National Guard troops are congregated. It 
is the only way of saving money for the city and county and 
providing proper quarters for the National Guard troops. 

The Seventh’s Reservoir square armory project meets with 
little support from the press, and a somewhat strong opposi- 
tion from property owners residing in the vicinity of the 
proposed site. Still the Seventh has moved forward and 
broken into (newspaper) column, and has advanced on the 
public with the captured names of the majority of the most 
solid, wealthy, and influential citizens of NewYork. The Legis- 
lative Committee on Cities looks favorably on the bill, and the 
opposition has had thus far little effect, on the Committee at 
least; still at present the project looks doubtful unless the 
Seventh reconstruct its bill, failentirely to “act on the 
square,” and seek some other locality for an armory site. The 
plan for the building of the armory, at last report, has 
been materially changed in order to suit the wishes of 
property owners in the neighborhood of the square. The 
change is this, that instead of making the building extend 
towards Sixth avenue it is to run its fullest length parallel 
to the Reservoir wall, with an elegant entrance on Furty- 
second street, an open space of forty feet fronting on For- 
tieth and Forty-second streets remaining at each end of the 
armory. This plan leaves 286 feet frontage of the Park 
untouched facing Sixth avenue, and the building will, there- 
fore, not obstruct the view of residents on any side of the 
square. 

TWENTY-SECOND Inrantry.—The following-named men 
have been transferred from the regimental recruit class 
to their respective companies, they having acquired 
the requisite proficiency in drill, viz.: Privates P. F. 
Coulter, W. S. Carter, F. Dibble, Company A; J. 0. Cur- 
tis, G@. H. Marvin, C. M. Maxwell, Company B; D. C. Link, 
A. McDougal, M. Roedelhe:mer, Company C; A. B. Hoeber, 
D. Sherwood, W. Sherwood, G. E. Romaine, M. F. Wood, 
Company D; T. J. Bass, A. Lewis, H. L, Mallett, L. C. 
Oborn, C, H. Wills, Company E; L. Backer, E. Bernard, W. 
H, Bird, W. Brown, H. A. Burnham, M, E, Burnton, W, 
Drennan, P. A, Fuller, F, G. Fullgraff, F. C. McLewee, 
Company F; L. Bauer, H. P. Sondheim, Company G; F. P. 
Peppin, C. W. Ramsey, Company H; J. @. Alden, 8. A. 
Craige, J. C. Curtiss, H. B. Cowles, P. A. Leimbach, H. C. 
Leonhardt, E. C. Thatcker, T. J. Wood, Company I. Par- 
agraphs from General Orders heretofore issued, are repub- 
lished for the information of the command. They are excel- 
lent for the government of the regiment, and should be printed 
on cards and posted in a conspicuous position in every com- 
pany room at the regimental armory, so as to prevent their 
reiteration in General Orders. Colonel Porter in this in- 
stance, however, does right in republishing them, instead of 
merely calling attention to the G. 0. and paragraph con- 
taining them, as the majority of the men do not pretend to 
preserve the orders issued. 

Tuirty-sEconD InrantTRY.—This regiment is ordered to 
assemble in fatigue uniform (white gloves) for drill by bat- 
talion at the regimental armory, as follows: Right wing, 
Companies D, G, B, and F, February 26; left wing, Com- 
panies H, C, E, and A, February 28. Roll-call at 8 
o’clock P. M. 

Batrery B, Seconp Division.—This battery is ordered to 
assemble at Kings county armory for drill and instruction 
on the evenings of February 27, March 13 and 27, and 
April 3. Officers’ drill February 19, xad March 12. 

Various Irems.—Information having been officially re- 
ceived at Second division headquarters from the Adjutant- 
General that, after personal examination, the inspector- 
general has pronounced the city armory, Brooklyn (occu- 
pied by the Thirteenth and Fourteenth regiments), to be in 
a dangerous condition, it has been therefore ordered that 
this building hereafter be used only for single company drills ; 
and that drilling in double time, and drills by wing or bat- 
.alion, be discontinued therein...... The fifteenth annual ball 
of Company H, Eieventh Infantry, Captain Herm +nn, will 
cour on the evening of February 25 at Harmony H.i!. The 
festive occasion will be civic, military, and fancy dress, in 
character...‘‘Our club’’ composed of the members of Company 
B, Eleventh, will have a good time in masks at Harmony 
Rooms on the evening of the 24th inst...... Company B 
(Worthing Guard), Forty-fourth regiment, and Battery A, 
Twenty-eighth brigade, held # conjoint reception at Fire- 
man’s Hail, Binghamton, N. Y., on Thursday evening last. 
seoeesNeat invitation cards received announce the annual 
ball of the Roxbury City Guard-+to take place at Webster 
Hall, Boston Highlands, on Friday evening, February 21...... 
On Thursday evening of last week First utenant John 
Pedroncelli was elected to the command Company C, 
Thirteenth Infantry, vice Wing, resigned, and ex-Sergeant 
Bartholomew, first lieutenant, vice Pedroncelli, promoted. 
The choise of these officers will we trust aid in uniting more 

closely the members of this command, who for some time 
past, if reports are correct, have not worke for the best 
interests of this famous old company of the regiment. Cap- 
tain Pedroncelli is one of the most faithful, energetic, and 
painstaking officers of the regiment, having stood by the 


company through thick and thin, and when every other 
officer of the company had resigned he was always at his post, 
and only at this late hour have his services been properly 
appreciated by the company. First Lieutenant Bartholo- 
mew is a veteran of the company, who has twice refused 
promotion, and at this time accepts only under a strong 
pressure, and to aid in protecting the interests of the com- 
pany. Both officers are capable tacticians and well expe- 
rienced in the governmental rules of a company. The pros- 
pects of the company are, therefore, most gratifying. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Briggs, the former commandant of the com- 
pany, presided at the election, and there was a goodly at- 
tendance of the veteran members. During the social 
reunion which followed. some good advice was given by the 
presiding officer to the members, and congratulatory speeches 
were made by Veterans Felt, Christfield, Chaplain (?) Brush, 
and many others. A recruiting medal was offered by Messrs. 
Fell and Christfield, and a proposition was also presented 
that every man promise to deposit $10 in the company 
treasury or recruit one man for the company during the 
year. We trust under these new auspices the company wil 
soon assu me‘ its old position in the regiment. 

ConnectTicut.—The famous Second Infantry of this State, 

Colonel Stephen R. Smith, which made so favorable an im- 
pression on the citizens of New York on the occasion of its 
visit last fall, has concluded to seek fresh laurels at Wash- 
ington by participating in the inaugural ceremonies of Pres- 
ident Grant March4. The regiment has been strongly urged 
to make this excursion by a very large number of prominent 
citizens who desire that the State of Connecticut shall be 
represented on that occasion by the presence of this regi- 
ment, and have promised material aid to assist in defraying 
the very great expense attending the trip. The regiment 
therefore will muster in fall marehing order for parade and 
excursion to Washington, D. 0., at New Haven, on Mon- 
day, the third day of March, at 1l o’clock a.m. Each man 
is ordered to provide himself with one day’s rations, and 
carry in his knapsack two extra pairs white gloves and two 
extra pairs stockings. The Second will leave New Haven 
March 3 at 1 o’clock, arrive at Forty-second street depot, 
New York, at 4:30, march through Fifth avenuc, Broadway, 
and Canal street to Desbrosses street ferry, taking special 
train at Jersey City at 7 o’clock, arrive at Washington 
March 4 at 6 or 7 A. M., and go immediately into quarters, 
previously arranged for, at National armory. It will re- 
main in Washington until Thursday, A. M., Jeaving about 8 
or 9 o’clock, and may possibly stop at Baltimore or Phila- 
delphia a few hours on its way back to New York. The 
regiment will arrive in New York in time to take the night 
boat home, and arrive at New Haven Friday, 4. u., March 
7. It will act as escort to Governor Jewell and staff of Con 
necticut, and will parade 600 men, band and drum corps of 
thirty pieces each. 

Micaie¢an.—Brigadier-General John Robertson, Adjutant- 
General of the State of Michigan, has issued his annual 
report for the year 1872. The militia of the State is so ex- 
ceedingly small that the whole subject is briefly summed up 
in a pamphlet of some half-dozen pages, the first portion of 
the report being confined to the doings of the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s office, regarding the admission of soldiers to the State 
and National Home, the completion of the ‘* records of the 
war,’’ or of the sérvices of the volunteers of this State in the 
late war. The “roll of honor”’ ordered by the Legislature 
in 1869 written on parchment, containing the names of 
15,000 Michigan dead in the war, has been completed in two 
volumes of 475 pages, Its completion on paper and tran- 
scription on parchment required the constant labor of one 
clerk for over two years. The report says that ‘the neces- 
sity for the temporary ‘ Soldiers’ Home,’ maintained by the 
State at Harper Hospital, still exists, there having been 
eighty-one admissions during the past year. As time rolls 
on, bringing additional years, and with them increasing 
infirmities in those who were partially disabled in the war, 
the demand for aid is proportionately advanced. Although 
the doors of those benevolent institutions, the ‘ national 





yet it is found that an intermediate place of shelter is neces- 
sery, in order to relieve those needing immediate aid, or 
while their admission to the asylum is being obtained ; and 
especially so, to afford a home for those who are overtaken 
with disease consequent to their service, rendering them 
unable to reach an asylum elsewhere .’’ 

The entire militia of the State comprises nine companies, 
as follows: ‘‘ Detroit Light Guard’ and ‘‘ National Guard,” 
of Detroit; ‘‘ Porter Zouaves,’”’ of Ann Arbor; ‘‘ Adrian 
Light Guard,” of Adrian; ‘‘Tecumseh Zouaves,’’ of Te- 
cumseh; ‘‘ Monroe Light Guard,’’ of Monroe: ‘‘ Coldwater 
Light Guard,” of Coldwater; ‘‘Jackson Temp. Light 
Guard,” of Jackson; ‘‘Hudson Light Guard,’’ of Hudson. 
The number of troops is not mentioned in the report; but, 
:udging from these companies, it is presumed the effective force 
of the State numbers considerably less than 1,000 men. 
These very “‘light’’ companies, with the exception of the first, 
have all been organized within the past two years, and are 
in the main self-supporting. These companies, the report 
states, were all present in Detroit at the unveiling of the 
soldiers’ and sailors’ monumest in April last, and made a 
very creditable appearance in dril/, equipment, and uniform. 
They are armed with the breech-loading Springfield rifle. 
Although there is ample provision made by law for a suffi- 
cient maintenance for sll the State troops that in time of 
peace would be advisable, yet the organization of the above- 
named companies have been mainly effected at the expense 








of the membership, and is now being principally main- 
tained in the same way. In April last General L. H. Pe- 
louze, assistant adjutant-general, Department of the Lakes, 
opened a school of instruction in the armory, Firemen’s 
Hall building, Detroit, for boys between the ages of eleven 
and seventeen. They are organized into two uniformed 
companies, under the designation of the Detroit Cadets, 
numbering one hundred and thirty-nine. The course of in- 
struction is the same as that taught at West Point, and eon- - 
sists of brief lectures in deportment, followed by instructions 
in Upton’s Infantry Tzctics, as far as to include the school 
of the company without fire-arms. They have, under the 
excellent instruction, acquired a remarkable degree of pro- 
ficiency in drill, and their discipline is of a high order. 
In conclusion the Adjutant-General says : 


In this report, the strongest argument I can make use of 
on this subject is to refer you to the occurrences of the 
past year in our own and neighboring States, where military 
force was required to aid the civil power in enforcing its 
authority in suppressing lawless mobs interfering with the 
good{order and peace of communities.: In view ofthese facts, 
and o:her reasons referred to in previous reports, as well as 
a growing public sentiment in favor of a creditable militia 
force in the State, it is hoped that the time has come when 
a necessity is considered to exist for a more liberal State 
policy toward the uniformed militia; such a policy as will 
enable them to maintain their organization from the proper 
source. , 

PENNSYLVANIA.—Lighteenth Division, Pitieburg.—The 
“Grays” have aan the use of old City Hall for bat- 
talion drill, and use the privilege regularly three times a 
week. Everything is now in readiness for the proposed tri 
to Washington in March next. Quite lively times are anti- 
cipated here among a certain portion of the military. It 
appears that Captain Batchelor, under whom the ‘‘ Heaths ’’ 
of this city gained some renown, removed temporarily to 
Chicago, still retaining his commission, for the reason that 
he expected to return. It seems, however, that some par- 
ties were anxious to bring down the execution axe on the 
captain’s neck, and for the purpose of getting that bright 
and shining instrument into good working order Lieutenant 
Barr (sommanding the company) stopped at Harrisburg 
while on a visit East and procured the revocation of 
‘* Batch’s’’ commission. A majority of the old ‘‘ Heaths,’’ 
men who have been in the company since its formation, 
headed by the first sergeant of the company, have united 
in a strong protest against such summary proceedin; 
Another germ of what is not inarptly descriped as a ‘‘ milf- 
tary muddle ’’ is found in the fact that First Sergeant Irwin 
declines to turn over to Lieutenant Barr the ‘‘ champion ’” 
flag, the sergeant stating as a reason that he received the 
color from Captain Batchelor, and that he will not sur- 
render it, as but six old members of the Heaths remain in 
the command of Lieutenant Barr. It is stated that Lieu- 
tenant Barr proposes to challenge the ‘‘ State Fencibles,’’ 
of Philadelphia, to a drill for the “championship” of the 
State, and we don’t know how much a side. 

The Eighteenth Infantry (Duquesne Grays) made applica- 
tion some time since to have this company detached, but 
nothing has yet been done in the premises. The Grays, we 
understand, do not wish the Heaths to be considered as & 
Duquesne Gray company. 

Knapp’s and Hampton’s batteries have decided to change 
their uniform to the new United States artillery full dress. 
A bill is now before the Legislature for the reorganization of 
the militia; its main points are the consolidation of the 
twenty-one divisions into seven ; the reconstruction of the 
National Guard to 20,000 men; and the abolition of the 
present mode of taxation for military purposes ; the machine 
to be run hereafter by an annual State appropriation of 
$200,000. It has every chance of success, and is about the 
same law that came so very near passing last year. 


Tax following changos in the National Guard of New 
York State were crowded out of the regular list published in 
last number of the JourNAL. 

Eighty-third Infantry—George I. Ament, first lieutenant, 
with cm © from December 27, 1872, vice Charles Wertz, re- 
signed; Charles Ulrich, second lieutenant, with rank from 
December 7, 1872, vice George I. Ament, promoted; Chas. 
Austin, captain, with rank from January 4, M. M. De 
failed to qualify; Isaac J. DeGraff, first lieutenant, with 
rank from January 4, vice C. D. Austin, promoted; David 
Danlap, second lieutenant, with rank from January 4, vice 
I. J. DeGraff, promoted ; Simon Schermerhorn, first lieuten- 
ant, with rank from November 9, 1872, vice Worthy Niver, 
resigned. 

Eighty-fourth Infantry—Thomas Mahan, first lieutenant, 


asylums,’ are always open to the disabled and deserving,; with rank from December 9, 1872, vice J. W. Quackenbush, 


resigned. ; 
Ninety-sixth Infantry—Frederick Wohn, first lieutenant, 
with rank from November 21, 1872, vice John Schneider, 
promoted ; Conrad Hausleiter, second lieutenant, with rank 
from November 21, 1872, vice William Morton, resigned. 
One Hundred and Third Infantry—George A. Thomas, ad- 
jutant, with rank from December 30, 1872, vice William R. 
Guile, resigned; William H. Stuart, assistant surgeon, with 
rank from December 30, 1872, original; Samuel Scoville, 
chaplain, with rank from January 2, original. 
RESIGNATIONS. : 
The following resignations in the National Guard, State 
of New York, have been accepted during the same period : 
Staff of the Commander-in-Chief—Colonel John W. Dix, 
military secretary, January 27. 
Second Brigade—John H. French, major and engineer, 
January 30. 
Tenth Infantry—Charles E. Van Aernam, captain, Jan- 
uary 20. 
Eleventh Infantry—Chas. Richter, <i Jan 18. 
Twenty-third Infantry--James L. Morgan, Jr., lieuten- 
ant and commissary of su January 22; Geo. H. 


Benton, second lieutenant, cage 29. 
Forty-seventh Infantry—Wm. H. Taylor, chaplain, Janu- 
3; Geo. W. Averell, “ ag 
ms . F. V. tehead, surgeon, 
January 10. 
Forty-niath 
Fifty-fourth Infantry~-Jacob Schalber, first 
January 16. wm, te 





orty-eighth Infan 
Infantry—George Mallalieu, first lieutenant, 
January 8 ; Philip Boyne, first lieutenant, J — 
Seventy-first Infantry Captain, Satteary 
22; Geo. A. J. Norman, adjutant, January ‘ 








. 446 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


Fesrvary 22, 1873. 





fp —— — 





(¥rom the N. Y. Mining and Engineering Journal.) 
THE GUNPOWDER PROBLEM. 


Tr has long been known that the chief difficulty to be 
overcome in the construction of large cannon results 
from the fact that the destructive effect of gunpowder 
increases, when we enlarge the calibre, much more rap- 
idly than the restraining power of the gun. An en- 
largement of tho calibre implies an addition to the 
weight of the projectiles and of the charges of powder; 
and not only is the total effect increased, but also its 
relative intensity ; that is to say, not only is the number 
of square inches incrcased upon which the expanding 

act, but the intensity of the pressure per equare 
noh is also augmented. en the necessity for larger 
guns became imperative, Euro constructors sup- 
planted cast iron with wrought iron and steel, and thus 
succecled in increasing the strength of their guns to the 
required degree. Bnt when the progress of naval con- 
struction culled for still greater ballistic power, even 
this resource began to show signs of inadequacy. In 
the meantime, the same problem had to be’solved by 
American constructors, who approached it in a different 
manner. As this country possessed no workshops or 
machinery adequate to the forging of very large cannon, 
d of endeavoring to build guns which powder 
could not destroy, our officers endeavored to obtain a 
powder which would give the necessary velocity to the 
jectiles without destroying the gun. This course was 
Bret marked out by Rodman, when he built his famous 
15-inch gun. Foreseeing that unless he could maintain 
the velocity of the projectiles, the increased size would 
be of insufficient advantage to compensate its inconveni- 
ences, he applied himself to the study of the action of 
gunpowder. His first result was the establishment of 
“ mammoth ”’ or large-grained powder for the service of 
guns. He demonstrated that by this device the 
velocity of large projectiles could be maintained with a 
t reduction in the destructive effects of the powder. 
This identical device has, within the last three years, 
been adopted by the English for all their large guns, 
under the name of “ pebble powder.” Although this 
powder was introduced into our service prior to 1860, 
the English appear to regard it as an innovation origi- 
nating in their own country. The value of priority in 
the matter is, howover, much diminished by the fact 
that the effect of varying the size of the grain has been 
known, in a general way, in all countries, for mong 
years, and perhaps for centuries; and the mammo 
powder is merely an extreme case in the application of 
an old principle. But the first accurate an available 
determinations and measurements of these effects are due 
entirely to Rodman, 

This distinguished officer made a number of brilliant 
inventions, in which he displayed the rare and double 
merit of elucidating principles and originating ingenious 
devices for making them available. A striking illustra- 
tion of this is his invention of perforated powder, which 
was made by pressing the materials, in a moist and ad- 
hesive condition, into the form of hexagonal prisms, with 
perforations parallel to the axis. While experiments 
were progressing with this paves an eminent Russian 
officer, Major (now Major-General) Gadolin, being in 
this country, and taking much interest in the subject, 
recommended its trial in Russia, and the result was its 
adoption, first, by the Russian, and afterwards by the 
Prussian government, in whose heavy guns it is now 
used exclusively. The principle involved may be briefly 
stated. While the’shot is moving from its seat to the 
muzzle, and acquiring its velocity, the force of the pow- 
der is cre ne cate and rapid changes of intensity. 
This intensity is known to reach its maximum, with or- 
dinary powders, before the shot has moved a foot from 
its original seat. The pressure then falls off rapidly as 
the shot moves towards the muzzle. It is these earlier 
pressures which are so dangerous, while the later ones 
are far within the limit of pressure which the gun is 
eapable of enduring with safety. 

ow, if,it were practicable to manage the powder in 
such a manner that the earlier pressures would be re- 
duced, and the later ones increased, the total force would 
be the same, while the dangerous pressure would be 
avoided. Rodman sought to attain this action by the 
following means. It is clear that the pressure at any 
moment has a direct relation to the quantity of gas de- 
veloped by the powder in its p ive combustion ; 
and again the quantity of gas developed at any moment 
has a direct relation to the quantity of powder surface 
undergoing combustion at any moment. Hence, if the 
surface of a given weight of powder be small, the quan- 
tity of gas at first developed, and the consequent early 
pressure will also be small. If the powder, in other 
words, can be made to burn less rapidly at first, and 
more rapidly afterwards, the desired end may be reach- 
ed. Since large-grained powder presents less — 
surface than an equal weight of smail grain, this object 
isin some degree approached by mammoth powder. A 
further approximation is obtained by the prismatic form; 
for the large, symmetrical grains present, at first, a com- 
paratively small surface, while the perforations are con- 
stantly increasing their diameters and surfaces, as the 
aunts consumed. 

Recent experiments with the thirty-five ton Woolwich 

n have shown, that even mammoth powder is too vio- 

mt for guns of this size. This conclusion was reached 
in this country several years ago, after the bes > F 
several large rifles firing this grade of powder. Withi 
the last two years the Ordnance Bureaux both of the 
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ntroduced, but we are not informed as to their charac- 
ter. The experimental powder has been manufactured 
by Messrs. Dupont & Co., of Wilmington, who are enti- 
tled to the highest credit for their er and zeal, 
as well as for the excellence of their products. The im- 
pentons nature of these investigations may be inferred 

om the remark recently made to us by a distinguished 
officer engaged in them, whp said that if the results con- 
tinue to be what they have been, we shall be able to ob- 
tain, with perfect safety, from cast-iron guns of the larg- 
est calibre, higher velocities than have ever yet been 
reached with similar calibres elsewhere. During -the 
coming year, these experiments will be diligently prose- 
cuted. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


A REINFORCEMENT of 1,000 men has been sent out to 
Cuba from Cadiz. 


Tue Russian squadron of circumnavigation arrived at 
Nagasaki on the 28th of Octoter last. 


An improved system of transporting cartridges in the 
field has just been introduced into the German army. 


A BOOK has just been published at Vienna by a Col- 
onel Haimerle, of the Austrian staff, which breathes 
open hostility against Russia. 

THE details of the new Italian army organization 
have just been published. The whole country has been 
divide into 62 military districts. 


KruprP, of Essen, has purchased some bearings of iron 
minerals in Spain, with a view, of course, to their utiliz- 
ation for the purposes of his vast works... 


THE Brazilian government has published a decree in- 
timating the necessity for erecting fortifications on the 
River Amazon, near the frontiers of Peru. 

Ir is stated that the Russian government has re- 
solved upon the construction of nine new fortresses on 
the western frontier in the provinces of Podolia-Volky- 
nia, Grodno, and Kovno. 


AN officer of the General Staff has been detailed for 
duty with each of the six principal railroads of France, 
in order to become thoroughly posted in their affairs, 
and especially to make himself familiar with their ca- 
pacity for transporting troops. 

THe new Prussian Army Register (‘‘ Rang-und 
Quartier-Liste”’) has just been issued. It is a volume of 
1,103 pages, and contains all the details of the separation 
of the “field and fortification” artillery. It closes 
December 14, 1872. . 


Tue Challenger, the surveying vessel of the British 
navy, arrived at Gibraltar from Lisbon on the 18th ult. 
The soundings taken show that a gentle slope extends 
from the Lisbon shore into deep water in the direction 
of Madeira. After leaving Lisbon, a few hauls were 
made with the dredge, and a common fishing trawl was 
lowered to the bottom, a depth of three-quarters of a 
mile, with success, for on being hauled up it contained 
beautiful corals, sponges, and several deep-sea fish. 


Tue cement-lined iron-tank water-filter (patented by 
Captain Crease, Royal Marine Artillery) fitted on board 
her Majesty’s ship Serapis to supply pure drinking 
water, has proved so satisfactory during the voyage 
made between England and Bombay that the Admiralty 
have given directions for all her Majesty’s steamships 
to be fitted with similar tank water-filters. The same 
description of filter is now being fitted on board the 
monitor ion, and is likely to be generally 
adopted in the navy a8 one of the fixed parts of the 
outfit of her Majesty’s ships. 


JanuARY 1, 1873, the Emperor-King of Prussia issued 
the following ‘‘Cabinet ” order : 

1. The Minister of War, General of Infantry Count 
von Roon, is herewith announced, with retention of his 
present office, as President of my Ministry. 2. Lieu- 
tenant-General von Kameke, chief of engineers and 
pioneers, and general inspector of fortifications, is hereby 
relieved from these duties, and announced as a member 
of the Ministry, with the rank and title of Minister, and 
will transact the business of the War Department in 
concurrence with General Count von Roon, and repre- 
sent the latter wherever it may be necessary. 

WILLIAM, 

BERLIN, January 1, 1873. 


THE entire reorganization of the Swedish artillery has 
been determined upon. Its status up to this date has 
not been of the best. It consists of three regiments, 
the Svea regiment of six mounted batteries and one foot 
battery, the Gota iment of six mounted, and the 
Wendes regiment of four horse batteries, and one foot 
battery. Each of those eighteen batteries was armed 
with eight muzzle-loading cast-iron Hereafter 
each regiment is to have ten batteries of six s. This 
change, however, is to be brought about pa a com- 
mencing with the Wendes regiment, which has already 
seecheell @ tang tntuenee of efliens, ton captains in the 
number. 

Tue weather having cleared up in France, and the 
roads being at last in a condition to support artillery, 
Marshal Mahon is ing the troops under his 
command to la petite guerre. Every day a couple of 
divisions turn out and mancuvre over ground illustrat- 


ed by a good deal of work. On January 30 two 
divisions marched out of Paris and occupied the penin- 
sula of Gennevilliers, where it was a little more 


than two years ago, in sanguine Paris, a whole German 
corps had been swamped, it being quite possible to inun- 
date the plain. There was certainly a kindly disposi- 
tion on the part of the beleagured Parisians “é dabdge 
Sennacherib and his hosts, who were probably aware of 
the danger, and avoided it. The returned to 
Paris at 6 P. M., after a smart day’s work. 


particularly 





tention — attracted by two ignareind. corvating 
bis groot admiration at Me. Reed's ingenuity in bering 


with them developed such exceptionally great fighting 
meee with so comparatively small a displacement. 

ey are about 2, tons each, old measurement, are 
plated with 9 inches of armor at the water-live, and will 
carry a8 armament each six 12 1-2-ton rifled muzzle- 
loading guns. The arrangement of their batteries is 
somewhat novel, a perfect all-round fire being obtained, 
with powerful fire on eazh bow. In fine, these vessels 
are simply monitors. 


In the current number of the Bulletin dela Reunion dés 
Offciers is an interesting and comprehensive exposition 
of the actual state of the French artillery at the present 
time, and of the resalts of the efforts that have heen 
made to improve that branch of the service since the 
cessation of war. These efforts, it is stated, have been 
made by the Artillery Corps in consequence of the prev- 
alence of public opinion, that the disasters of the recent 
campaign may to a great degree be attributed to the 
insufficiency of the artillery, both in number of guns 
and in their power, and a consequent anxiety on their 
part, by study and practical experiments, to succeed in 
rendering that arm equal to those of the other European 
powers. 


THE first report of the Director-General of Military 
Education, Major-General Napier, has been published, 
from which it appears that the following is the state of 
education of the non-commissioned officers and men of 
the British army: 1.. Who can neither read nor write, in 
1871, 11,852, or a percentage of 6.89, against 9.00 in 
1869. 2. Who can read, but not write, in 1871, 10,964, 
or a percentage of 6.58, against 9.04 in 1869. 8. Who 
can read and write, 125,442, or a percentage of 79.99 in 
1871 against 75.84 in 1869. 4. Who have a superior 
education, 23,593, or a percentage of 13.72, against 6.09 
in 1869. The proportions of, uneducated, comprising 
classes one and two of the above, in the various branches 
are: Cavalry, 7.54; Royal Artillery, 10.65; Royal En- 
gineers, 0.18; Foot Guards, 7.44; infantry, 15.96; Army 
Service Corps, 6.21; Army Hospital Corps, 0.43. 

Says the Army and Navy Gazette: “ Among the guns 
just tried at Calais were two steel breech-loading field 
pieces which were fabricated as far back as 1868. One 
gun made of metal, furnished by M. Holtzer, split up at 
the first discharge, but the other picce stood over 400 
rounds before it was considered unsafe. In comparing 
the experiments made at Gavre with those made at Oal- 
ais with a French bronze gun,a French steel gun, and 
a Prussian steel gun oi 4, the following conclusions were 
arrived at: The trajectory of the French steel gun is 
greater than that of the other pieces when fired at a 
short range, and less when fired at a lorgone. The 
daviation is less than in the bronze piece, but especially 
at long range; it is inferior to the Prussian gun in pre- 
cision. The consequence is that the Calais Artillery 
Committee recommend several modifications. As for 
the breech ap tus, it stood fire perfectly. These ex- 
periments will be renewed at Calais shortly, and when a 
decision has been arrived at M. Thiers will go to Tarbes 
to see the new French gun at work. There can be no 
doubt about a breech-loader being selected, as, in addi- 
tion to other advantages, it will inspire confidence. The 
French army does not see why, if the Prussians have 
breech-loaders, they should be deprived of them.” 


Tue Austrian military music has for a long series of 
years enjoyed the very best reputation in Europe. The 
reduced term of service in the Austro-Hungarian army, 
as now established, threatens seriously to effect the effi- 
ciency of the military bands in the empire. Formerly 
the men had to serve in their regimsnts fourteen, and at 
a later period eight years. At present a three years’ 
service is all that is required, and although it is very 

ible to obtain very able performers on the various 
instruments used in military bands even within this 
shorter period, yet no sooner is their training completed 
than the men quit the service, or if they consent to re- 
main their demands involve a far greater expense than 
the officers can afford to defray. The same labor has 
therefore to be repeated with the recruits every year, 
with the responsibility of retaining their services when 
they have become proficients in the art, except under too 
onerous conditions. Hence, in order to prevent the in- 
evitable decay of military music, two years ago an in- 
stitution was created in the army called “ Music pupils;” 
but it did not answer, und had consequently to be aban- 
doned. Some few months since another project was 
started by the distinguished composer, M. William 
Westmeyer. This gentleman proposed to create an 
“ Austrian Conservatory for Military Music.” Accord- 
ing to his well-digested plan, this musical academy 
should receive from 400 to 500 pupils, who have attained 
their eighteenth year, and are bound to remain in the 
institution for three years, during which period they 
should be educated not only in the art of music, but also 
iu such general knowledge and military duties as would 
be useful to them for life, after having finally quitted 
the military service. In consideration of receiving this 
kind of liberal education gratis, the pupils should be 
bound to serve as musicians in the army for three years 
more on leaving the “conservatory.”” Thus, the young 
men would serve in all six years, that is from the age of 
eighteen to twenty-four, and then be at liberty to follow 
such civil voeations as their circumstances and the gen- 
eral knowledge they: have acquired may fit them for. 
M. Westmeyer’s project has been highly approved on all 
sides. The highest military authorities have strongly 
recommended it to the Emperor Francis Joseph for 


adoption. 








GENERAL KILPATRICK has, since the Presidential 
election, retired from politics, and is engaged in the 
business of © on hay, at Newton, Sussex county, N. 
J., for the New York market. 








Mrs. y D. Grszons, of Quiney, Mass., a lady 70 
eats old, has used a Grover & Baker Machine for the 
i ‘Her daughter, who uses a Wilcox & 
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